
First United Methodist Church of Sun City

First Word
JANUARY 2020

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 2020
SAVE THE DATE...PLAN TO PARTICIPATE

First United Methodist Church will participate in this year’s ecumenical (that means – Christians 
acting together) services to stand as one for a positive faith-based message of Christian Unity.  The 
theme this year will be “They Showed Us Unusual Kindness.”  We’re hoping you will join us each day 
12:00 noon (Monday – Friday) at the following locations:

January 20 - First Presbyterian Church, 1225 N 103rd Ave       (co-host St. Christopher’s Episcopal)
January 21 - United Church of Sun City, 11250 N 107th Ave      (co-host Faith Presbyterian)
January 22 - St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic, 9728 Palmeras Dr   (co-host Church of the Palms)
January 23 - All Saints of the Desert, 9502 W. Hutton Dr           (co-host TBD)
January 24 - First United Methodist Church, 9849 N 105th Ave (co-host Shepherd of the Desert 
                                      Lutheran)
Each day:
•	 A collection of food items for the food bank is brought to the host church.  Pasta, canned fruit, 

soup, bags of beans, peanut butter, or canned tuna are suggested items.  Bring what you want 
each	day	to	help	fill	the	shelves	at	the	Valley	View	Community	Food	Bank.

•	 At noon, there is a brief worship service in the sanctuary of each church.
•	 At 12:30, soup, sandwich and a cookie lunch will be served by the host and co-host churches.  

This is a great time to sit and visit with our Christian neighbors.

Invite a friend & participate.  This is a wonderful week of worship and a great connection with others 
in our community.

We are hosting on Friday and will be serving Potato Leek soup with warm bread and butter.  Help is 
always needed.  Set up is on Thursday, January 23rd, at 1:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Many 
hands make light work, so please just show up and there will be a job you can do.

If you’d like to help serve or clean-up lunch on Friday, 
call our church office at 623-974-3631 or Jan Ward at 623-242-8327.



 

January’s Communion Offering to 
Community and Member Assistance 

January’s Communion offering goes to Community and 
Member Assistance.  This fund primarily assists church members 
and their families with emergency assistance for medical and other 
needs.  We also use these funds to make a contribution to the 
Salvation Army’s emergency assistance fund which helps people in 
the surrounding communities.  

                      POTLUCK TIME
Sunday, January 19th

Every third Sunday of the month we have a Potluck Sunday.  Our fun potluck 
will be held on January 19th at 10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Remember to 
bring your own plate and utensils.  Please bring an extra dish to share so we can 
easily include our guests and visitors.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Our speaker will be Kelley Tetzlaff, the Planned Giving Consultant for the 
Desert Southwest United Methodist Foundation.  He will be speaking to us 
about Charitable Gift Annuities – where you can make a donation to the Marian 
Thompson Fund that gives you an immediate tax deduction and then will pay 
you an annual income for as long as you live.  This is a gift you can give that 
gives back!!  Also he will be speaking about Legacy giving.  Come to the potluck 
and stay for this great speaker.  Kelley will have Anne Green the Director of the 
Foundation with him.  They will both be available to answer your questions as 
well as members of the board of your foundation.

                        THANK YOU!
for all the Christmas presents, goodies, cards, letters 
and prayers! We appreciate each and every act of 
kindness and display of holiday spirit.
              Rev. Lois & Rev. Tom



DRYHEAT BAND
IN CONCERT 

Sunday, January 26, at 2:00 p.m.

 

Bring your friends and come to be entertained.  After the concert we will be 
having	finger	foods	that	you	bring.		This	will	be	a	time	to	meet	the	band	and	
fellowship.

Admission is FREE
Open to the public

MERCER’S CERTIFICATES
The United Methodist Women will only 
be	selling	Mercer’s	certificates	the	last		
Sunday of each month.  The next date 
for sales will be January 26th.  If you 
have	questions	or	need	certificates	at	
other times, see Colleen Becker or call 
her at 623-341-5107.  

THANK yOU

 



 Another New year, another time to make resolutions that we will promptly forget 
about or beat ourselves up for not following.  I do like the idea of starting over, but I am 
not sure I like resolutions.  I have shared with you during our time together that I am a 
procrastinator.  One year I realized that I could set any resolution that I wanted because 
I did not have to begin immediately since I had 365 days to complete it!!   you can
probably read the writing on the wall for this one; I procrastinated my way through the 
whole year because I was going to start tomorrow, or next week or next month.
 I believe we all like to put things off that we can.  (Probably because we generally 
tend to think that everyone thinks the way we do…)  I do not know many people who 
anxiously begin to work on various tasks when they have a long time to complete them.  
(yes, I am the one who waited until the last few days of the semester to write the term 
paper instead of working on it all along.)  There are a few things I do not put off - like 
baking	for	bake	sales,	fixing	dinner,	reading	my	daily	devotions	and	the	Bible.		I	love	to	
eat and like my own cooking so I seldom put off cooking!  I like to bake and do a lot of 
cookies and breads for bake sales, so I just can’t get it all done at the last minute, but I 
do still do a bit of procrastinating on this.  Then there are my daily devotions and Bible 
reading…  It seems to me that almost every day I am impacted in my prayer life or my 
thought process by the reading I do every morning.  Still, since I would rather put it off, I 
still have to force myself to pick up my books and read every day even though I really do 
like it.  
 When I was younger, I used to work every day with my devotions to memorize a 
verse of scripture or pray for the prayer focus throughout the day.  It is funny – NOT – 
that now sometimes; I struggle to remember if I have done my devotions for the day.  I 
am still working on memorizing scripture; it is just taking me longer.  I do not know that 
this	is	a	bad	thing	as	I	find	myself	meditating	on	the	scripture	I	am	working	on	much	
more than I used to and I work to learn each verse in the Psalm I am working on…  
Unfortunately, I have had to start over more than once as I forget the beginning Psalm 
before I learned the ending.  Ahhh - the joy of being a senior citizen.
 I have heard that there are some people who are waiting until closer to the end of 
their life to make a commitment to God.  I do not understand this one… Life is so much 
better with God being part of my daily life, why would someone want to wait to invite 
Christ into their lives?  I feel like with God in my life I have freedom, comfort and peace 
that I never experienced before.  I know and experience love daily – a love that goes 
so	far	beyond	the	superficialness	of	this	world	–	a	deep	all-encompassing	love	–	God’s	
agape love.  I am not perfect, not by far…  I still make mistakes – lots of them, every 
day.		Maybe	people	who	are	waiting	figure	they	have	to	be	perfect	before	they	can	come	
to God.
 One of the main points of Jesus coming to earth was no one can be perfect 
enough.  Try as we might, we fall short of God’s glory.  Through God’s love and his son’s 
birth, life, death, and resurrection, we are forgiven all our imperfections and brought fully 
into the family of God.  That is GRACE.
 So I will continue to read my bible and devotions.  I will continue to rely on God the 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer of this world to get me through each day and the
challenges I face.  Maybe tomorrow I will make a resolution about my procrastination.  
Happy New year Everyone!!



ECUMENICAL PRAYER CIRCLE 
We pray for the following congregations:

January
Sun City congregations

Emmanuel Baptist Church
Bellevue Heights Church

The Shepherd’s Gate Community Church
St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church

United Methodist congregations in our District
Staff of Desert Southwest Conference

Wesley Community Center
Golden Gates Community Center

Justa Center, Phoenix

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
Tillie Brandt

Alicia Cambridge
Marjorie Clayton

Joyce Clingerman
Jan Constantine

Gordon Gudmundson
Libby Hearne
Mabel Heeter

Pat Krider
Alice LaClair

Jeff Lay
Jean MacLeod

Jack Minton
Gordon Plancich

John B. Richardson
Mary Jean Roush

Billie Jo Scott
Helen Teichman
Bill	VanMeter
Don Watson

CONDOLENCES & CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY......

....to the family of Price Downey who 
passed away on October 23, 2019. 

....to the family of Larry Phenegar who 
              passed away on December 21, 2017, 
              while living in Indiana.

Our thoughts and prayers are with these families.

 VALLEY VIEW COMMUNITY FOOD BANK
TOUCAN = Two Cans

Tilly	2Can	is	the	mascot	for	Valley	View	Community	Food	Bank.		Her	message	
— every time you shop for your family’s groceries, grab an extra TWO CANS 
for the food bank.  Thank you in advance for all you do for the community.

Our food bank donation Sunday is January 20th.  If you forget your food, cash or a check 
will	suffice.



Forever In our Hearts

Ed Plummer                                            01/15/19
Norma Jean Miller                               01/19/19
Harlan Klaahsen                                02/15/19
Dorothy McIntosh                                 03/24/19
Jerry Kelton                                           04/18/19
Lucille Gudmundson                           05/14/19
Ron Brookman                                       05/19/19
Joyce Toxvard                                         05/26/19
John Harris                                              06/26/19
Gary Johanson                                        07/06/19
Loy McGuire                                            07/16/19
Karen Hulsey                                         07/17/19
Phyllis Stringer                                     08/27/19
Esta Van Meter                                       09/19/19
Price Downey                                          10/23/19
Larry Phenegar                                     12/21/17



Mmmmm, Doesn’t Soup Sound Good?              
      Do you remember those wonderful soups the United 
    Methodist Women sold last year?

       Well, the United Methodist Women will be cooking 
  up some more delicious soups later this month.  
  They will go on sale sometime in January and will continue 
  through February.  Watch your weekly bulletins for details.

  These soups make ideal lunches, gifts for shut-ins, 
  or a treat for special friends.  

There	will	be	the	usual	Beef	Vegetable,	Wendy’s	Copycat	Chili,	White	Bean	Chicken	
Chili, and Kielbasa Split Pea...and there will be added surprises.  

Metho Travelers invites you to….
Go Places: Fun trips with great people.

Remember, FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED.  
Many people are now signing up for these activities and

space is limited.
Be sure to pay your deposit upon registration

to ensure your space.

SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN CRUISE:  Monday, February 24, to Friday, March 6, 2020.  Costs range 
from $2,525 - $3,250 for double occupancy per person which includes round trip air, Port Lauderdale 
Hotel, all transfers and tips.  Not included are gratuities on board ship.

EAST VALLEY ADVENTURES:		Wednesday,	March	11,	2020.		Visit	the	National	Firefighting	Hall	of	
Heroes, Queen Creek Olive Mill, the Eddie Basha Collection - all for only $74.00 (due one week after 
sign-up).  Includes lunch, 3 tours, bus and gratuities.

SCANDINAVIA AND RUSSIA CRUISE:  Tuesday, August 11, to Monday, August 24, 2020.  Costs 
range from $4,575 - $5,225 for double occupancy per person which includes round trip air, Copenha-
gen Hotel, Harbour Tour Cruise, all transfers and tips.  Not included are gratuities on board ship.

For more information and sign up, visit the Metho Travelers’ table in the Fellowship Hall.  



Jane Freas ......................................01/01
Bob Roeder .....................................01/02
Buddy Bell .......................................01/03
Ralph Greer .....................................01/03
Pam Fisher ......................................01/04
Barbara Kelton ................................01/07
Sandy Osterhoudt ...........................01/07
Skip Sutton ......................................01/07
Catherine Schott .............................01/08
Alice LaClair ....................................01/09
Irene Moore .....................................01/09
Evelyn Cummings ...........................01/10
Chris Fisher .....................................01/12
Paul Gibson .....................................01/16
Harlan Kloostra ...............................01/16
Tom Carskadon ...............................01/17
Barbara Pack ..................................01/17
Dee Ehrlich ......................................01/19
Patricia Krider ..................................01/21
Rita Gregersen ................................01/23
Jackie Krutz .....................................01/23 
Doris Kortie .....................................01/24
Stan Nash .......................................01/26
Tony Trevino ....................................01/27
Adam Chavez ..................................01/28
Jane Ehrlich ....................................01/28
Judith Brown ...................................01/29

Larry & Beth Mead ..........................01/03
Dennis & Donna Pearson ................01/06

CHURCH CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING

January 9th, 10:00 a.m.

This is the meeting that was rescheduled 
from November with Rev. Nancy Cushman, 
West District Superintendent.  The following 
questions will be used for conversation/
discussion:

•		Where	do	I	see	Jesus	alive	and	active	in	our	
life together at First UMC?  In what ways do I 
experience God here? 

•		What	of	the	ministry	of	Jesus	will	go	missing	
in our local community if First UMC is no 
longer here? 

•		What	are	the	two	most	important	things	you	
pray the people of First UMC will be known for 
in this community? 

•		What	needs	to	happen	for	me	to	remain	a	
vital part of this living body of Christ?  What 
are my non-negotiables?  Can I say anything 
more about why I feel this way? 

•		What	1%	change	in	my	own	way	of	
participating am I willing to make in order that 
we	may	flourish	as	a	vibrant	body	of	Christ?

This is a time for you to speak with the District 
Superintendent and let your voice be heard.  
Please plan on attending.  If you have a smart 
phone or tablet, please bring them as we will 
be using Menti.  If you do not, please do not 
worry, you will not be left behind, come and 
enjoy the fellowship and conversation.



JANUARY
Bible Studies...

Lectionary Study
Mondays at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall

January 6th
Isaiah 42:1-9                    Psalm 29
Acts 10:34-43                  Matthew 3:13-17

January 13th
Isaiah 49:1-7                    Psalm 40:1-11
I Corinthians 1:1-9           John 1:29-42

January 20th
Isaiah 9:1-4                      Psalm 27:1, 4-9
I Corinthians 1:10-18       Matthew 4:12-23

January 27th
Micah 6:1-8                      Psalm 15
1 Corinthians 1:18-31      Matthew 5:1-12

Reading Through the Bible
We meet every Thursday afternoon 
at 3:00 p.m. in the Lillian Carver Room for 
an hour of Bible reading, discussion and 
questions.  We are in Exodus and moving 
to Leviticus this month.  

COMe AND jOiN US!

Help fOr THOSe iN NeeD
Struggling to make ends meet?  
There is a free service from the 
National Council on Aging at  
BenefitsCheckUp.org that connects 
folks 55 and older with programs 
that help pay for food, medications, 
utilities, and housing.  Complete an 
online questionnaire and the service 
will scan some 2,500 programs and 
identify ones you may qualify for.

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES 

is JANUARY 16TH 

Please submit any articles you have by 
January 16th.  This may sound early, but 
multiple people and steps are involved in 
compiling this newsletter.  Thank you.

Italian Night!
Bring your friends and family for spaghetti and more! 

  
When: Friday, February 14th

DINNER	SERVING	FROM	
   5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Where: Fellowship Hall
Cost:   $10 per person

For tickets, contact Nada Nott at 913-579-1038.
This is a Mission project of the United Methodist Women.

Fellowship Hour Hosts
The group that will be hosting our 10:30 a.m. 

Fellowship Hour for the month of 
January will be:  TABiTHA-DOrCAS CirCle

 



JANUARY
CALENDAR

Sundays
Sunday Worship 8:00 & 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship Hour 9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
CANNED Food Drive (3rd Sunday)

Mondays
Bible Study 10:00 a.m.

Tuesdays
Game Night 6:00 p.m.

Wednesdays
Handbells Rehearsal 2:30 p.m.
Choir Rehearsals 4:00 p.m.

Thursdays
Bible Study 3:00 p.m.

JANUARY
Committee Meetings:

Trustees 9:30 a.m.  Jan. 07
Church Growth 10:00 a.m. Jan. 08
Social Media 1:00 p.m.  Jan. 09
Finance 1:30 p.m.  Jan. 09
Care Council 1:00 p.m.  Jan. 14
Missions 1:00 p.m.  Jan. 21
Church Council 9:30 a.m.  Jan. 29

UPCOMING EVENTS
MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Hands of Friendship Luncheon 
                                     11:30 a.m.  January 04

Church Congregational Meeting 
                                     10:00 a.m.   January 09
Food Bank Sunday & Potluck     January 19
Week of Prayer Lunch    
                                   12:00 p.m.  January 24
Dry Heat Concert         2:00 p.m.   January 26

HANDS OF FRIENDSHIP 
LUNCHEON

January 4th at 11:30 a.m. at Mercer's 
Restaurant, 9720 W. Peoria.

Hands of Friendship is a group that gets 
together	for	fellowship	and	food	the	first	
Saturday of each month at Mercer’s 
restaurant.  We order from the menu and 
pay individually.

Please call Beverly Miller (623-337-0899) 
so we will have a spot waiting for you.  
Everyone is welcome.  Come join us! 

 UMW Executive Board Meeting:
 Monday, January 6th, at 1:00 p.m. in Lillian Carver Room

 Elizabeth/Esther Circle:
 Wednesday, January 8th, at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall

 Priscilla Circle:
 Friday, January 10th, at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall

 Tabitha-Dorcas Circle:
	 Wednesday,	January	15th,	at	1:00	p.m.	Karen	Klus’s	home	(call	church	office	for	address)

 UMW LDD Training:
 Saturday, January 25th, at 7:30 a.m. at the church



2020 Administrative Committee Webinars
join via live stream or in person

District Superintendent Nancy Cushman will be hosting a series of training 
webinars for Local Church Administrative Committee chairs and members. 
Consider joining together as a committee at your church and connect 
with us remotely or can come to the Conference Center, 1550 E 
Meadowbrook Ave, Phoenix, AZ  and watch the video segments. There 
will be a time for Q&A with each of the presenters whether you connect 
remotely or in person. Webinars are free but registration is required. you will 
receive a link to join the conversation after you register.

Webinar Schedule 
•	 January	9—Finance	with	Randy	Bowman,	Conference	Treasurer
      (starts at 6:00 PM)
•	 January	28—Single	Board	Governance	with	Rev.	Nancy	Cushman	

(starts at 7:00 PM)
•	 February	11—Trustees	with	Rev.	Steve	Ziegler,	Conference	Board	of	

Trustees (starts at 7:00 PM)
•	 TBD—Staff	Parish	Relations	Committee

dscumc.org/registration-for-2020-west-district-admin-webinars/

The year may 
change,

but God remains 
the same
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Visit our website at www.fumcsuncity.com
Join us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/fumcsuncity

First United 
Methodist Church

9849 N. 105th Avenue, Sun City, AZ 85351 
623-974-3631

Website:  www.fumcsuncity.com
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/

fumcsuncity
Email:	office@fumcsuncity.com

The ministers of this church are its members.  
Those who assist and support them are:

Lois Hedden Senior Pastor
Thomas Ondra Associate Pastor
Colleen Becker Lay Leader
Terry Smith Music Director
Cathy Murray Organist, Handbell Director
Pam Marsh Administrative Assistant
Gail Rankin Bookkeeper
Richard	Vickers	 Audio	Engineer
Lou Farrar Media Operator
Robert Schmidt Maintenance

.

TELEWORSHIP:
Teleworship allows a person to dial a phone number 
remotely and listen to the worship service as it occurs.  
Here’s how it works:
•	 Call 623-777-3306 during the 9:30 a.m. service
•	 When prompted, enter extension 930 
•	 Dial 536-545-940  #
•	 you will be connected to the worship service.

Note:  You can have a convenient wallet size card 
with the above information.  These are 

available in the church office.
you can follow the service with a copy of the Sunday 
bulletin which is located on our website:  
fumcsuncity.com.  Under the heading “WORSHIP” 
click on “SUNDAy BULLETIN.”


