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Dear Ones, 
 As you begin to read this newsletter, I have been amongst you as your pastor for the past month.  At the 
conclusion of my first Pastor’s article, I shared with you my Mantra that I began to live by once my late 
wife was found to have terminal cancer 28 years ago.  Those words are: “Yesterday has passed, tomorrow 
will take care of itself and today is the present and the Present is the gift that God has given us to make 
the most of.  I repeat that mantra because I want to go further with it this month, hopefully giving YOU 
something to think about… 
 
John Wesley was the founder of the Methodist Movement.  He was a Rector in the Church of England.    
As most of you know he was NOT trying to start a new church, he was only trying to enliven “a dead 
church.”  He wanted to breathe life into the way they worshiped God.  I do not believe that First Church 
needs to be awakened, YOU are a Live Church.  From what I have seen so far, YOU are not only alive, but 
you are Most Friendly.  I Praise God for that.  Let me tell you where I am going with this in what follows. 
  
John Wesley taught his followers that they were not to waste any time and should use all their time wise-
ly.  He arose very early every morning spending his time in prayer, and “doing the work of God.”  A “secret 
here” which is not really secret, but a Minister is No Different than everyone else.  We don’t all use all our 
time wisely or spending it all on behalf of God.  When I first retired in 2013, I began to have a little more 
time on my hands and started to walk.  For the past couple of years, I have been getting up early (4:30-
5:00am) every morning trying to get out prior to 5:00a.m. to walk and spend time with God… I used to 
think “Wesley was crazy getting up so early to spend time with God but as I have aged and matured, I 
have found that John Wesley had it right.  Being out walking by myself gives me much time to think and 
pray and to “listen” to God.  What I am trying to do here is to challenge YOU to do the same.  How much 
time do you spend with God daily?   
 
When you say you are a Christian, what does that really mean?  Each morning during my walk I spend a 
bit over two hours walking back and forth over all the aisles of the Fountain of Life Lutheran Church’s 
parking lot here in Sun City.  At the exit to their parking lot there is a sign that says, “Entering the Mission 
Field.”   I take that to mean once you leave the sanctuary of the church YOU and I have the instructions on 
what to do.  We are to go forth and “Make Disciples.”  The church used to have a Committee called “The 
Evangelism Committee.”  Their job was to go out and Evangelize, tell others about the Good News of Jesus 
Christ.  The problem was not too many folks wanted to go out to do this.  Thus, in a lot of United Method-
ist Churches the name of the Committee was changed to the “Membership Committee.”  That meant tak-
ing care of the folks you already had…  But what was lost was the going out and sharing with others who 
were not part of your community. 
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So, I leave you with a question, “How Much 
Does God Mean to YOU?”  Does having Jesus 
Christ in your life and the knowledge of his 
death providing YOU with the Promise of 
Eternal Life mean anything to you?  If it 
does, do you not want to offer that to 
others?  No, it is not just the minister’s job to 
do that.  Dear Ones, YOU, each of YOU, are 
the “Ministers of the church.”  My job as the 
clergy person is to facilitate to you the 
knowledge of how to share with others and 
to challenge you to be an Evangelist to your 
family, friends and neighbors.  But it all boils 
down to this, Do YOU have a Relationship 
With Jesus Christ?  If you do and you have 
the Peace that comes from knowing Jesus 
and what that means in your daily life, don’t 
YOU want Others who you care about to 
have that same peace you do? 
 
My hope and prayer is that this article has gotten you to begin thinking on how much time you spend with 
God and what your relationship with God is.  I am also hoping that you would consider spending more time 
with God.  I always flash back in my mind to the story of Moses, when God told him that he wanted Moses to 
go forth and tell the Pharaoh, “Let My People Go.”  After hearing that Moses told God to ask his brother 
Aaron to do that, as he was glib of tongue and Moses was not.  God responded by saying, “Who made you, 
who made your mouth?” I will give you the words to speak…  
 
My prayer is that You would consider my challenge as you continue to grow in your walk with our Lord and 
that You would share with others about Your God and What God Means to You.  And then offer them First 
Untied Methodist Church of Sun City as a place to come and get to know God better. 
 
Shalom, 
Pastor Louie 
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                  SERMON SCHEDULE ~ February 2022 

February 6           “Jesus Is Still Calling”                  Luke 5:1-11 

February 13           “Do We Have That Loving Feeling?”           1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

                                   ~Celebrate Golden Wed Sunday~        

February 20            “Do We Get It?”          Luke 9:28-36 

February 27          “United Methodist Women’s Sunday”     

                                      ~Our UMW will be leading Worship this Sunday~ 

  



ECUMENICAL 
We pray for the following congregations: 

February 
Sun City Congregations 

First Christian Church 

West Valley Christian Fellowship 

Radiant Church 

First Baptist Church 

 

United Methodist Congregations 

in our District 

Christ Community UMC, Avondale 

City Square UMF, Phoenix 

Community Church of Buckeye 

 

If you would like to be placed on the church 

Prayer List to receive an email when  

someone requests prayer, contact the 

church office with your name and email  

address and we will add you to the list. 

Pray about everything, worry about nothing ~ 
Philippians 4:6 

Golden Wed Sunday 

If you have been married Fifty Years or longer Pastor Louie would like to 
invite you to participate in A Recreation of YOUR Marriage Vows during our 
morning worship service on Sunday, February 13th.  There will be a special 
insert in the Worship Bulletin that Sunday with your name and wedding 
date shown and Pastor Louie will usher all our Golden Weds into the    
sanctuary for their reserved front row seats… 

There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex, so please sign-up if you haven’t 
done so already…  If you haven’t been married 50 years or longer and are 
in the sanctuary worshipping that morning, you can join in while holding 
your sweetie’s hand and repeat the words that Louie shares with the  
Golden Weds from where you are sitting in your pew.  Feel free to ask 
Pastor Louie if you have any questions about this special Sunday. 



 

 The February Communion Offering  

goes to support: 

UMCOR 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The church office will be closed: 

    Monday, February 21st, in honor of               

President’s Day 

February 17th is the deadline to    

submit articles/events/news for the 

MARCH Newsletter ~ Thank you! 

 

Pastor Louie’s Bible Study 

Beginning on Tuesday, January 18th Pastor Louie started a new Bible Study    
opportunity.  We are studying the Torah (1st 5 books of the Bible.)  What I 
would like everyone to understand is how Pastor Louie leads a Bible Study.       
I use the Bible as the Textbook.  Bring your Bible to class with you, hopefully 
folks will have different versions of the Bible which makes for an even richer 
study. 

A key point I want to make is I will NOT make anyone speak, read or share.  
There will be plenty of opportunity to do so if you chose to do so but NO One 
will be pressured to do so.  Our Bible study will be held on Tuesday mornings in 
the Fellowship Hall beginning at 10:30 a.m. and it should run an hour in length, 
give or take a few minutes either way.  If you have any questions, feel free to 
ask Pastor Louie. 

Don’t worry that you might be reading this invitation to join the Bible Study    
after it already started.  Folks come and go when they can.  I’ll do my best to 
catch you up if you miss a session, including starting late in the study.  Hope 
you’ll join us. 



February Calendar                 

weekly events 

Sundays 

Sunday Worship     9:30am 

Bible Study in Library after Service 

Coffee and Cookies after Service -TEMPORARILY HALTED 

Tuesdays 

Bible Study       10:30am      Fellowship Hall 

Game Night      6:00pm       Lilian Carver Room 

Wednesdays 
Handbell Practice      2:00pm       Music Room 

Choir Practice             3:00pm       Music Room 

 

 Photo of Colleen Becker,        

President of our United        

Methodist Women's group      

presenting a check from our 

UMW to Rudy Salez of the Justa 

Center.  The Justa Center is an  

organization that provides health 

and services to the street people 

of Phoenix aged 55 or older.  

 

 

February COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

 

Foundation    2/2/22  9:00 am Fellowship Hall 

UMW Executive Board  2/7/22  1:00 pm Fellowship Hall 

UMW Unit Meeting      2/9/22  9:30 am     Fellowship Hall 

Governing Board   2/15/22        9:00 am Fellowship Hall 

Ash Wednesday                           

 Worship Service   

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning 
of the Lenten Season in the life of the 
church, a time of preparation for the 
Easter Season.  It is a time where we 
look back over our lives and where 
we are in our “walk” with God.  
Please mark down on your  calendar 
Wednesday, March 2nd at 1:00 p.m. 
for First Church’s Annual Ash 
Wednesday Service.  More details will 
follow in next month’s issue of the 
newsletter. 
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MERCER’S CERTIFICATES 

We still have Mercer’s certificates.  You can purchase them from Colleen Becker on 

Sunday mornings at the church.  This is another of our projects to help support our 

missions. 

WATER BOTTLE / CAN RECYCLING 

Bring your water bottles and aluminum cans to the church to help our recycle project. 

PLEASE remember the only plastic we can recycle is water bottles.  Just leave your 

recycle over by the kitchen door. 

 

 
UMW Presents. . . . Italian Dinner      

Friday, February 11, 2022  
  “CARRY OUT ONLY”   3-6 pm 

  Cost: $10 per person 

Purchase your tickets after Service on Sunday, or the Church Office. 

 

For additional information contact: 

Colleen Becker, 623-341-5107 

Beth Mead, 307-258-3282 

Barbara Kelton, 970-326-5000 

 

This is a Mission project of the United Methodist Women.  Thank you for your support! 

 



10-DAY JEWELS OF THE BALTIC CRUISE   ~   Holland America Cruise Line 

Tuesday, July 5th to Saturday, July 16th 

CRUISE ITINERARY 

Tuesday, July 5:  Flight out of Phoenix 
Wednesday, July 6, 2022:  Copenhagen, Denmark 
Thursday, July 7:  Days at Sea 
Friday, July 8:  Tallinn, Estonia 
Saturday, July 9  -  Sunday, July 10:  St. Petersburg, Russia 
Monday, July 11:  Helsinki, Finland 
Tuesday, July 12:  Stockholm, Sweden 
Tuesday, July 12:  Cruising Stockholm Archipelago 
Wednesday, July 13:  Days at Sea 
Thursday, July 14:  Warnemunde (Berlin), Germany 
Friday, July 15:  Kiel (Hamburg) Germany 
Saturday, July 16:  Copenhagen, Denmark 
 
For pricing and additional cruise information, visit the Metho Travelers table in the Fellowship Hall.  
For reservations call Helen Fisher at 602-697-5361 or Al Houdek at 218-849-7604 

YOUR SHIP: 

NIEUW STATENDAM 

METHO TRAVELERS PRESENTS: 

Friday, February 25, 2022   The Duttons ~ International Touring & Recording                  

                                                Artists and America’s Got Talent Finalists 

Cost $62 ~ includes deluxe motor coach from Lakeview UMC, Show, Lunch at Lakeview 

UMC, and all gratuities 

 Payment due one week after signup. 

 Meet 11:15am at Smoot Hall, Lakeview UMC for lunch and bus departure.  

 Return approx. 5pm. 

 Sign up at Metho Travelers Table or contact Sharon, 602-291-7164 or Al, 218-849-7604 

MOMIX “VIVA MOMIX”   ~   Tuesday, March 8, 2022 

• Leave Lakeview at 5:30pm 

• $70/per person for ticket and motorcoach transportation 

• Register at the Metho Travelers Table 

• REQUIRED TO ATTEND: proof of vaccination or a negative covid test within 72 hours of the event. 

• Show Time Hours: 7:30 - 9:30pm 

Escape to a breathtaking fantasy world conjured from light, shadow and the human body. 

This modern company of dancer-illusionists brings its favorite pieces choreographed by  

Moses Pendleton to the Webb Center stage. Audiences will be astounded as unbelievable 

scenes are brought to life through athletic movement, outrageous costumes, ingenious 

props, multimedia elements and pure talent.  



First United Methodist Church 

9849 N. 105th Avenue, Sun City, AZ  85351 

623-974-3631 

Email:  office@fumcsuncity.com 

Website:  www.fumcsuncity.com 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/fumcsuncity 

YouTube:  www.youtube.com 

The ministers of this church are its members. 

Those who assist and support them are: 

Louie Lyon Senior Pastor 

Gerrie Wall Lay Leader 

Matthew Marino Music Director 

Cathy Murray Organist, Handbell Director 

Kelli New Office Manager 

Arne Kesler Bookkeeper 

Mark Cwik Maintenance 

William Jones Media/Audio Operator 

Pastor Louie’s cell #: 623-238-8455 

TELEWORSHIP 

Teleworship allows a person to dial a 

phone number remotely and listen to the 

worship service as it occurs. 

Here’s how it works: 

• Call 623-777-3306 during the 9:30 am 

service. 

• When prompted, enter extension 930 

and wait for the prompt. 

• Dial 536-545-940# 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday through Thursday 

8:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays      Anniversaries 

   06   Karen Willard         14 Skip & Phyllis Sutton  

   07   Walt Weihmuller         16  Walt & Nan Weihmuller 

   11   John Richardson         17  Bill & Barbara Pack 

   17   Jack Minton          

   18   Beverly Loranger 

   19  Robert Muehlberg 

   20   Janet Laney  

   22   Libby Hearne 

   27   Phoebe Saunders  


