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              may’S COmmunIOn OFFeRInG TO BeneVILLa
Benevilla is a non-profit started by the community in 1981 which 
seeks to help those who may be isolated and need assistance to 
maintain their independence.  They provide much needed support 
and resources for older adults, adults with intellectual and develop-

mental disabilities, children and their families.  They provide family caregivers 
with resources and education that helps them on their caregiving journey.  They 
also have adult day programs, daily home task services, home-delivered meals, 
referral services, child daycare, and parenting classes.  The group coordinates 
social gatherings at Birt’s Bistro, as well as providing volunteer opportunities.  
Birt’s Bistro, 16752 N. Grand Ave. in Surprise, has delicious wraps and lunch op-
tions; the proceeds go to help Benevilla.

june’s Communion Offering to 
Community and member assistance 

The fund primarily assists church members and their 
families with emergency assistance for medical and other 
needs.  A sudden unexpected expense is difficult for 
those living on a fixed income.  The purpose of this fund 
is to provide for the members of First Church who have 

unexpected expenses they cannot cover.  You are helping your 
church family when contributing to this fund.  All requests are kept 
confidential.  This fund also provides financial support to the Salvation 
Army.  This provides an accountable way of helping people that we 
worship with.  
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 October 18th - 19th
This year’s Fall Festival is October 18th & 19th, 
so mark your calendars!  We will again be selling 
rummage items, furniture, and jewelry.  We will 
have an on-site lunch and bake sale.  So there will 
be many opportunities to volunteer.

The summer months provide us the perfect 
opportunity to go through our homes and garages and rid them of items no longer needed.  
NO CLOTHING, SHOES, COMPUTERS, MONITORS OR TVs (flatscreens OK), please.  
Rummage items will be received at the church the week of October 14th.

If you have jewelry to donate, please drop it off at the church office now.  It takes time to 
prepare jewelry for display, so having the luxury of the extra summer months is a big help.

Are you new to our church and have no idea what the Fall Festival is?  It is a fundraiser for the 
church.  Money is raised by selling rummage items, furniture, jewelry, lunches and baked goods 
which are all donated by the congregation.  The money received goes into our general operating 
fund and toward our mission endeavors.  Being a Fall Festival volunteer is a great way to get to 
know your church family.

Thanks to everyone that helped out last year.  We look forward to seeing all of you again this 
year and hopefully many new faces!

POTLuCK TImeS
Sunday, may 19th and june 16th

Every third Sunday of the month we have a Potluck 
Sunday.  Our fun potlucks will be held on May 19th 
and June 16th at 10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  
Remember to bring your own plate and utensils.  Please bring an extra dish to share so 
we can easily include our guests and visitors.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 
Monthly Potlucks …… continue as the weather warms up, and we‘ve got an interesting 
speaker for May.  With many residents driving golf carts (or thinking about driving golf 
carts), we’ve asked an area dealer/service provider to speak to us on May 19 about 
the matter.  What rules govern driving a golf cart in Sun City?  Must they be licensed 
and insured?  What happens if one breaks down?  These will all be answered, so plan 
to join us then.
June Potluck speaker will be from Menke Funeral & Cremation Center.  They will 
help us to have a better understanding of one of the hardest things we and/or our 
family members ever have to face – the death of a loved one.  They will cover how to 
organize essential personal information, as well as making your final wishes known for 
your family.  Even if you have already done your end of life planning, this is important 
information because things change and you may hear something helpful that you had 
not before considered.



 Life is full of choices.  In this season of Easter as we await Pentecost, we reflect 
on the Risen Christ active in our world.  This of course is a choice; you do not have to 
take on this time of reflection.  
 I think faith is also a matter of choice.  I choose to believe in God.  No one made 
me believe, it is a decision I made on my own.  This decision came to me bit by bit 
over time.  Granted I was raised in a family that went to church every Sunday, but 
youth group, choir, confirmation, attending Bible Studies, and helping around the 
church building were my choices as a youth.  As a young adult in the church, it was 
my decision to attend worship, teach Sunday School, volunteer for VBS, serve on 
committees, attend Bible Studies, or be the youth director.  They were all my choices.  
God called me into the ordained ministry; but again I did have a choice of whether or 
not to listen to that call.
 I have chosen a life in the church.  I have chosen to follow the path that I believe 
God has laid out before me.  In the same way, I choose to believe that the Bible is 
the book that has authority for my life.  I believe it is inerrant and infallible, written 
by men who were inspired by God.  I will be the first person to tell you that I do not 
understand everything that is written in the Bible, but I still believe.  I have studied 
and continue to study the scriptures and the critiques and commentaries.  I gain new 
insights almost every time as I study.  I try to apply the things I learn to my life and 
share the visions and understandings that I come to with all of you through worship 
and Bible Study.
 I choose to believe in the Immaculate Conception, the death and resurrection 
of Jesus.  I believe he was more than just a good guy who performed some magical 
mystical things that impressed the crowds of people.  I believe Jesus is the incarnate 
son of the one and only God, fully human and fully divine, the Messiah – Savior of the 
whole world.  I believe that at Jesus’ ascension, he began to rule at God’s right hand 
and he intercedes with God on our behalf.  This is fundamental to our faith as Bible 
believing Christians.
 I believe we are guided daily by the Spirit of God.  Jesus said in the Gospel of 
John, “I am the way, the truth and the life” and it is through the Spirit that we gain 
a new awareness and understanding of what this means to each of us individually.  
Individually is a very important word in this process.  We must each decide personally 
for ourselves what we believe.  Faith is an individual understanding, but we are 
strongly encouraged to meet together as a fellowship of believers to praise God, 
study and encourage one another in our faith.
 As I meditate upon the risen Christ, I am awed that even for me he came.  I thank 
God every day for his mercy and grace and I pray that I am able to share that Good 
News with others in all that I do.

       Happy Easter,
       Lois  
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Bible Studies...
Lectionary Study

may
mondays at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall

May 6th
Acts 9:36-43  Psalm 23
Rev. 7:9-17  John 10:22-30  

May 13th
Acts 11:1-18  Psalm 148
Rev. 21:1-6  John 13:31-35

May 20th 
Acts 16:9-15  Psalm 67
Rev. 21:10, 22-22:5 John 14:13-29

May 27th
Acts 16:16-34             Psalm 97
Rev. 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21
John 17:20-26

Reading Through the Bible
We meet every Thursday afternoon 
at 3:00 p.m. in the Lillian Carver Room for 
an hour of Bible reading, discussion and 
questions.  We are in the letters of Paul in 
the New Testament. 

Come and join us!

Bible Studies...
Lectionary Study

june
mondays at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall

June 3rd
Acts 2:1-21           Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Romans 8:14-17          John 14:8-17 (25-27)  

June 10th
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31   Psalm 8
Romans 5:1-5    John 16:12-15  

June 17th 
1 Kings 19:1-15a    Psalm 42
Galatians 3:23-29   Luke 8:26-39  

June 24th
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14   Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20
Galatians 5:1, 13-25   Luke 9:51-62

Reading Through the Bible
We meet every Thursday afternoon 
at 3:00 p.m. in the Lillian Carver Room for 
an hour of Bible reading, discussion and 
questions.  We are in the letters of Paul in 
the New Testament. 

Come and join us!

         are you Heading Home for the Summer??
We hope not, but if you’re getting ready for the trip to your summer 
home, please let us know (with address, email address, dates, etc.) so 
we can get your newsletter and any church communications directed to 
where you are.  Please also let us know if your address has changed or if 
you have an email address.  You can also keep up with what is 

happening at church on our web site www.fumcsuncity.com.  You can contact the church 
office at 623-974-3631 or office@fumcsuncity.com.  Thank you!

Don’t Forget us …
Whether you go home for the summer or remain here in Arizona, we hope you’ll 
enjoy yourself, but please, please, please don’t forget First United Methodist 
Church!  We need your on-going $$$ support, since we are a bit behind during the 
first four months of 2019 (and bills don’t take the summer off).  That way, there will 
still be a happy church to greet you when the weather moderates and we’re back at 
full strength again.  Thanks.



BIRTHDayS
Robyn Ferro ....................................05/01
John Leyh ........................................05/02
Sue Schneider .................................05/02
Mary Payne .....................................05/03
Jo Larrabee .....................................05/05
Cathy Murray ...................................05/05
Lenora Rector .................................05/07
Mable Smith ....................................05/09
Betty Harris .....................................05/10
Jan Promberger .............................. 05/11
Phyllis King ......................................05/12
Jil Carlson .......................................05/15
Bogie Budke ....................................05/16
John King ........................................05/16
Kathie Coombs ................................05/17
Millie Ford ........................................05/17
Steve Lunde ....................................05/17
Mary Jean Roush ............................05/18
Tillie Brandt .....................................05/19
Marion James ..................................05/19
Nada Jensen ...................................05/20
Donna Gibson .................................05/21
Phyllis Smith ....................................05/21
Janet Unger .....................................05/22
Norm Lotts .......................................05/24
Beth Mead .......................................05/24
Suzanne Yankowski ........................05/24
Eleanor Carpenter ...........................05/25
Lois Cohrs .......................................05/26
Pat Gronberg ...................................05/29

annIVeRSaRIeS
Ed & Barbara Jensen ......................05/02
Robert Carlson & Vivian Calhoun....05/10
Red & Pam Fisher ...........................05/15
Mark & Gail Mitchell ........................05/19
Jim & Gail Rankin ............................05/31
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BIRTHDayS
Florence Curry ................................06/01
Lenore Whipple ...............................06/02
Susie Andrews ................................06/05
Rod Tiner .........................................06/05
Linda Shiels .....................................06/07
Barbara DeRose ............................. 06/11
Noreen Nickerson-Cruz ................... 06/11
Patti Avey ........................................06/12
Kathie Grant ....................................06/12
Gordon Gudmundson ......................06/17
Dianne Kehoe .................................06/17
Vivian Calhoun ................................06/19
Karen Klus .......................................06/21
Bonnie Wedekind ............................06/25
Betty Zingre .....................................06/27
Rich Andrews ..................................06/29
Susie Gray ......................................06/30

annIVeRSaRIeS
Jack & Bettye Minton ......................06/05
Garry & Colleen Becker ..................06/14
Al & Debbie Shore ...........................06/18
Carl & Brenda Hansen ....................06/20
Bud & Joan Smith ...........................06/27
George & Imy Kelley .......................06/29
Jim & Cathy Murray .........................06/29

HanDBeLL CLInIC..Would you 
like to ring Handbells?  Come on
Wednesdays in June at 2:30 p.m.
and Cathy will show you how.  
This is a chance to learn something fun!  
There will be lessons in reading music as 
well as ringing bells.  A desire to learn and 
the ability to laugh at yourself is all that is 
needed.



may / june
CaLenDaR

Sundays
Sunday Worship 8:00 & 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship Hour 9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
Food Drive (3rd Sunday) 
Potluck (3rd Sunday)    10:30 a.m.

mondays
Bible Study 10:00 a.m.

Tuesdays
Game Night 6:00 p.m.

Wednesdays
Handbell Clinic (June only) 2:30 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal  4:00 p.m.

no Rehearsals in jun, jul, aug
 Thursdays

Bible Study 3:00 p.m.

may / june
Committee meetings:

Trustees 9:30 a.m. May 07
Worship Committee 1:00 p.m.  May 08
Social Media 1:00 p.m.  May 09
Finance 1:30 p.m.  May 09
Foundation 9:30 a.m.  May 15
Church Council 9:30 a.m.  May 22
Trustees 9:30 a.m.  Jun 04

no meeTinGs in jun, juL, auG

Fellowship Hour Hosts
The group that will be hosting our 

10:30 a.m. Fellowship Hour 
for the following months will be:  

MAY - Missions
JUNE - Care Council

 Tabitha-Dorcas Circle:
 Wednesday, May 1st and June 5th, at 1:00 p.m. at Irene Smith’s home (11209 N. 
 103rd Ave.)
 umW executive Board meeting:
 Monday, May 6th. at 1:00 p.m. in the Lillian Carver Room
 elizabeth/esther Circle:
 Wednesday, May 8th, at 11:00 a.m. at JB’s Restaurant, 9748 W. Northern Ave.
 Priscilla Circle:
 Thursday, May 9th, at 11:00 a.m. at IHOP Restaurant, 10603 W. Olive Ave.
 umW unit meeting:
 Monday, October 28th, at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall  

 nOTe:  No meetings in June, July and August (except Tabitha-Dorcas Circle).  
     See you in September!

 

uPCOmInG eVenTS
maRK yOuR CaLenDaRS

Hands of Friendship Luncheon 
11:30 a.m.  May 04 and Jun 01

MOTHER’S DAY May 12
FATHER’S DAY Jun 16
Food Bank Sunday May 19 and Jun 16
Potluck 10:30 a.m.  May 19 and Jun 16
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DO yOu HaVe an aRTICLe FOR 
OuR SummeR BI-mOnTHLy 

neWSLeTTeR?
Many people enjoy reading what you 

have to say.  So be sure not to miss our 
deadline of June 13th for the July/August 

newsletter. If you submit your article
by that date, it will be in the next First 

Word Newsletter.  Thank you!



OuR CHuRCH FamILy 
Tillie Brandt

Marjorie Clayton
Joyce Clingerman
Jan Constantine

Lucille and Gordon Gudmundson
Libby Hearne

Pat Krider
Alice LaClair

Jeff Lay
Gordon Plancich

John B. Richardson
Mary Jean Roush

Billie Jo Scott
Phyllis Stringer
Helen Teichman

Esta and Bill VanMeter
Don Watson

eCumenICaL PRayeR CIRCLe 
We pray for the following congregations:

may: 
Sun City congregations

All Saints of the Desert Episcopal Church
Church of St. Joachim & St. Anne Catholic Church

Church of the Palms United Church of Christ
Faith Presbyterian Church

United Methodist congregations in our District
First UMC, Phoenix
First UMC, Sun City

First UMC, Yuma

june: 
Sun City congregations

First Presbyterian Church
First UMC, Sun City

Shepherd of the Desert Lutheran Church
St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church
St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church

United Methodist congregations in our District
Fort Yuma UMC

Gila Mountain UMC, Yuma
Haven UMC, Jerome

Condolences & 
Christian Sympathy.....

....to mIKe 
nICKeRSOn, family 
and friends on the 
passing of his dear 
friend, Wesley

....to WaLT WeIHmuLLeR, 
family and friends on the 
passing of sister-in-law, Patricia 
(Chicago) week of 04/07
....to SHaROn eLLInGSOn, family 
and friends on the passing of her 
brother, Curtis Olstad on 04/10 
(MN)

....to BaRB KeLTOn, family 
and friends on the passing of 
her husband, Jerry, 04/18
....jIm anD jIL CaRLSOn, fam-
ily and friends on the death of 
their grandchildren, Cassie (23) 
and Josiah (21) Carlson, who 
died in a single car accident on 
04/21 (MN).
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 VaLLey VIeW 
COmmunITy FOOD BanK

Tilly 2Can is the mascot for Valley View Community Food Bank.  Her 
message — every time you shop for your family’s groceries, grab an 
extra TWO CanS for Valley View.  Thank you in advance for all you do 
for the community.

Our food bank donation Sunday is May 19th and June 16th.  If you forget your 
food, cash or a check will suffice.

july’s Communion Offering to
umOm (united methodist Outreach ministries)

UMOM New Day Centers was founded by local United Methodist Churches 
in 1964. They have a licensed and accredited child care center, wellness 
center, chapel, Kids Den for after-school activities and a community dining 
facility.  The Clothes Closet is a retail business for residents and the public.

They have a program for abusive women and over 90% of the women completing the 
program do not return to an abusive environment.  Their programs also include: individu-
al education/job assistance and transportation services.  In the last few years, they have 
been able to provide services to over 12,000 homeless individuals.  This includes fami-
lies, single mothers, youth/runaways, providing shelter and resource programs.

 

metho Travelers invites you to….
Go Places: Fun trips with great people.

Remember, FIRST COme, FIRST SeRVeD.  
Many people are now signing up for these activities and space is limited.

Be sure to pay your deposit upon registration to ensure your space.

TuRF PaRaDISe KenTuCKy DeRBy Day, Saturday, May 4.  Cost is $99/person which includes 
admission, clubhouse seating, breakfast buffet, lunch buffet, racing program, transportation, tax 
and gratuity.  Bus leaves at 8:30 a.m. from Lakeview UMC and returns around 4:30 p.m.

PaGeanT OF THe maSTeRS - “THe TIme maCHIne” TOuR, Monday, July 15, to Thursday, 
July 18.  Cost is $650/double occupancy per person or $830 single occupancy.  Bus leaves at 7:30 
a.m. and returns around 5:30 p.m.  See the desk for more info.

CRuISInG CanaDa & neW enGLanD, Friday, September 13, to Tuesday, September 24.  
Costs range from $2,550 to $3,550 double occupancy.  This includes cruise, round trip air, hotel in 
Montreal, all transfers, and tips for ground handling and porterage.

WeST COaST GeTaWay CRuISe, Thursday, December 5, to Monday, December 9.  Costs 
range from $769-$999/double occupancy per person which includes cruise, bus, tips.  Not includ-
ed are gratuities on board ship.

For more information and sign up, visit the Metho Travelers’ table in the Fellowship Hall. 
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HaPPy 
mOTHeR’S 

Day

HanDS OF FRIenDSHIP LunCHeOn
May 4th and June 1st at 11:30 a.m. at Mercer's Restaurant, 9720 W. Peoria.
Hands of Friendship is a group that gets together for fellowship and food the first Saturday 
of each month at Mercer’s restaurant.  We order from the menu and pay individually.

Please call Phyllis Sutton (623-322-8547) so we will have a spot waiting for you.  Everyone 
is welcome.  Come join us! 

 meRCeR’S CeRTIFICaTeS
I am sure many of you have seen Mary Brickey sitting at the 
table in the Narthex each Sunday morning with certificates on 
the table in front of her and wondered what it is all about.  Let 
me try to explain.  The United Methodist Women purchase 
these certificates from Mercer’s restaurant and sell them to 
you.  They can be used any time you eat at the restaurant.

We make a little over 22% on each certificate we sell.  This money earned helps us
in our missions that we support each year.  We would like to thank everyone for the
support  you give to us in all of our projects.
                                                                 Colleen Becker, President
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Visit our website at www.fumcsuncity.com
Join us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/fumcsuncity

First United 
Methodist Church

9849 N. 105th Avenue, Sun City, AZ 85351 
623-974-3631

Website:  www.fumcsuncity.com
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/

fumcsuncity
Email: office@fumcsuncity.com

The ministers of this church are its members.  
Those who assist and support them are:

Lois Hedden Senior Pastor
Thomas Ondra Associate Pastor
Colleen Becker Lay Leader
Terry Smith Music Director
Cathy Murray Organist, Handbell Director
Sharon Weber Office Manager
Richard Vickers Audio Engineer
Lou Farrar Media Operator
Robert Schmidt Maintenance

.

TeLeWORSHIP:
Teleworship allows a person to dial a phone number 
remotely and listen to the worship service as it occurs.  
Here’s how it works:
• Call 623-777-3306 during the 9:30 a.m. service
• When prompted, enter extension 930 
• Dial 536-545-940  #
• You will be connected to the worship service.

Note:  You can have a convenient wallet size card 
with the above information.  These are 

available in the church office.
You can follow the service with a copy of the Sunday 
bulletin which is located on our website:  
fumcsuncity.com.  Under the heading “WORSHIP” 
click on “SUNDAY BULLETIN.”


