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2019 Annual Conference Lay Members Report
Colleen Becker and Don Pleinis, Your Lay Members to Annual Conference

After several years of meeting for the Annual Conference in Glendale, this year’s meeting 
took place at Mesa Convention Center in Mesa on June 13-16.  Bishop Robert T. Hoshibata 
opened the conference with a replica of the gavel used by John Wesley.  After a brief intro-
duction of all involved in the planning of this year’s meeting the clergy was excused for an 
executive session with the Bishop and laity remained for a session with Laurie Lineberry, 
Conference Lay Leader.  She shared the three things that laity should do well: extend ex-
travagant hospitality, develop and tell our Christian story, and pray out loud in public with a 
stranger. Lineberry then introduced Rev. Beth Rambikur, Conference Director of Connec-
tional Ministries. She talked about prayer: breath prayer, the different places we pray, being 
yourself when you pray, lament in prayer, and everyday moment prayers. The laity practiced 
different types of prayers and composing prayers alone and together. 
During the afternoon session legislation began.  The first motion was in accordance with      
¶ 603.5 of the 2016 Book of Discipline.  We authorize a special session of the Desert South-
west Annual Conference to meet on September 14, 2019, at a United Methodist Church to 
be named later.  This motion passed.  All together 28 pieces of legislation were considered, 
discussed, and voted.
Offerings were considered for four different mission projects this year, UMCOR Disaster Re-
sponse, Asylum Project of Phoenix, Tumbleweed Homeless Youth, and Huachuca UMC fire 
recovery. So far over $16,000 has been collected but giving is also being done online.
Three individual Bishop’s awards were given:  Robin Collins, Green Valley UMC, and Bar-
bara Paulsen, Boulder City UMC, for their work with Nevadans for the Common Good; 
Gretchen Helena Lopez, First UMC-Tucson, for her work with The Inn, a shelter in Tucson, 
Arizona offering Christian hospitality to families requesting asylum in the United States; and 
Betty Keith Mathis, retired, for almost 25 years of service as Executive Director of Wesley 
Community Center and CEO of the Wesley Health Center.  City Square UMF was presented 
with the 2019 Courageous Church Award.
Retiring ministers were recognized as well as appointments were announced.  We are hap-
py to know, it is official, Rev. Lois and Rev. Tom will be with us another year.
Ten teams have been formed to facilitate the DSC Way Forward.  These teams are:   
Dreaming a New Methodism, Spiritual Team, Theological Team, Amicable Separation, Com-
munications, Connections, Legal, Disaffiliation, Finance, and Conversations. We were each 
asked to join one of the teams.
One of the speakers was Rev. Dr. Jeffery Kuan, President of Claremont School of Theology 
(CST).  Kuan presented the Bishop with a Doctor of Divinity Honorary Degree from Clare-
mont School of Theology. 
The Conference will return to the Mesa Convention Center in Mesa, Arizona on June 11-14, 
2020, for the 36th Session of the Desert Southwest Annual Conference. 
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 October 18th - 19th
This year’s Fall Festival is October 18th & 19th, 
so mark your calendars!  We will again be selling 
rummage items, furniture, and jewelry.  We will 
have an on-site lunch and bake sale.  So there will 
be many opportunities to volunteer.

The summer months provide us the perfect 
opportunity to go through our homes and garages and rid them of items no longer needed.  
NO CLOTHING, SHOES, COMPUTERS, MONITORS OR TVs (flatscreens OK), please.  
Rummage items will be received at the church the week of October 14th.

If you have jewelry to donate, please drop it off at the church office now.  It takes time to prepare 
jewelry for display, so having the luxury of the extra summer months is a big help.

Are you new to our church and have no idea what the Fall Festival is?  It is a fundraiser for the 
church.  Money is raised by selling rummage items, furniture, jewelry, lunches and baked goods 
which are all donated by the congregation.  The money received goes into our general operating 
fund and toward our mission endeavors.  Being a Fall Festival volunteer is a great way to get to 
know your church family.

Thanks to everyone that helped out last year.  We look forward to seeing all of you again this year 
and hopefully many new faces!

POTLUCK TIMES
Sunday, July 21st and August 18th

Every third Sunday of the month we have a Potluck Sunday.  
Our fun potlucks will be held on July 21st and August 18th at 
10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Remember to bring your 
own plate and utensils.  Please bring an extra dish to share so we can easily include our 
guests and visitors.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 
July Potluck – Fun in the Sun – Come along and see what fun we can have as we 
celebrate Summer in Sun City.  
August Potluck – TBA – it is too hot and too far away to have someone scheduled yet.  If 
you have any suggestions of organizations that you think the congregation would enjoy 
hearing about, contact Rev. Lois or Rev. Tom.  The only requirement is, No Sales Pitches.

 IN CELEBRATION OF OUR NATION! 
                    “FAITH & FREEDOM CONCERT”
July 7th at 2:00 p.m. the Sounds of the Southwest Singers will be per-
forming.  All donations received benefit the Sounds of the Southwest 
Singers and First United Methodist Church of Sun City.  Be sure to invite 
friends and neighbors as a way to celebrate our nation!  We will have 
a fellowship time after the concert.  Please bring finger foods and/or 
sweets.



 It is HOT out there!!  I am so glad the heat finally showed up, but does it have 
to be so hot??  I am glad that the bugs (mosquitoes and flies) are going away – 
seems they do not like the heat.  I do not like the cold, but I do not particularly like the 
extreme heat either.
 When I think of extreme heat, I see a cartoon-like picture in my imagination of 
flames, a snarly guy in a red suit with pointy little horns on top of his head and a 
pitchfork.  I am pretty sure you now have that picture in your head and know who I 
am talking about…  I do not think it is that hot here in Arizona, but some days that just 
seems overly oppressive, one begins to wonder…
 I remember hearing once that it was Hollywood that made hell hot.  They tried 
to say that hell was freezing cold because the love of God is light and warmth.  I do 
not remember anymore where I heard that, but I repeated it with authority.  Well, I 
repeated it until I checked the Good Book for myself to see how hell was described.  
A quick search showed that hell is described as “…the hell of fire” (Matthew 5:22),  
“…the fire of hell”  (Matthew 18:19) “hell, the unquenchable fire” (Mark 9-43) (all 
references in RSV).  It can be dangerous to pull scripture out of context because we 
can easily change the meaning.  In this case, I think we are pretty safe.  The search 
engine I used said there were 13 references to hell, there would be more if I had 
included other words such as Sheol.  I chose the ones here that describe hell – fire 
and unquenchable fire.  Fire would be bad enough, but fire that never goes out or 
stops burning would be even worse!!
 I am very glad we do not live in the unquenchable fire, and I pray that no one I 
know will ever go there.  I realize this is an unrealistic prayer since each individual 
needs to come to accept Jesus Christ for themselves and the sacrifice that was made 
for them and their salvation.  Some people will tell you there are many ways to God, 
but if that were true, Jesus would not have to have died on the cross and we would 
not need to be marked with his blood.  This is the very foundation of what sets us 
aside as Christians.  We believe Jesus is the Only begotten son of God, fully human 
and fully divine.  Some will say that is impossible, you can not be fully two things – if 
it does not make sense to them it is not true.  I say we use human words to try to 
describe God who is so much more than we can even imagine.  Is it any wonder we 
do not have the words?  Not to me.  If the God I worship was one that I could contain 
or describe, it really would not be much of a god.  
 I worship the God who created the entire universe and everything in it in six days.  
Nope I can not explain it.  I just believe.  I believe God’s son, Jesus, was fully human 
and fully divine, born of a virgin, died on a cross and was resurrected on the third 
day.  I believe and that does not make me naïve.  I believe there will come a day of 
judgment and I am unworthy.  The grace of God through the blood of the lamb that 
marks me will save me from the eternal hotter than you could ever imagine summer 
that will last forever (that is what eternal is…) I believe.  
 Summer is here.  It will not last forever.  We do need to prepare for the forever 
now since none of us have been promised tomorrow.  Meet in small groups.  Read 
and study your Bible with others.  Share the Good News of Jesus with others.  This is 
the Wesleyan way whatever the weather.
     God Bless – Lois
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Bible Studies...
Lectionary Study

JULY
Mondays at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall

July 1st
2 Kings 5:1-14  Psalm 30
Galatians 6:(1-6) 7-16 Luke 10:1-11,16-20  

July 8th
Amos 7:7-17  Psalm 82
Colossians 1:1-14 Luke 10:25-37

July 15th 
Amos 8:1-12  Psalm 52
Colossians 1:15-28 Luke 10:38-42

July 22nd
Hosea 1:2-10   Psalm 85
Colossians 2:6-15 (16-19) Luke 11:1-13

July 29th
Hosea 11:1-11  Psalm 107:1-9, 43
Colossians 3:1-11 Luke 12:13-21

Reading Through the Bible
We meet every Thursday afternoon 
at 3:00 p.m. in the Lillian Carver Room for 
an hour of Bible reading, discussion and 
questions.        

COME AND jOIN us!

Bible Studies...
Lectionary Study

AUGUST
Mondays at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall

August 5th
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20  Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 Luke 12:32-40  

August 12th
Isaiah 5:1-7  Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19
Hebrews 11:29-12:2 Luke 12:49-56  

August 19th 
Jeremiah 1:4-10  Psalm 71:1-6
Hebrews 12:18-29 Luke 13:10-17  

August 26th
Jeremiah 2:4-13  Psalm 81:1, 10-16
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 Luke 14:1, 7-14

Reading Through the Bible
We meet every Thursday afternoon 
at 3:00 p.m. in the Lillian Carver Room for 
an hour of Bible reading, discussion and 
questions.  We are in the letters of Paul in 
the New Testament. 

COME AND jOIN us!

Metho Travelers invites you to….
Go Places: Fun trips with great people.

Remember, FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED.  
Many people are now signing up for these activities and space is limited.

Be sure to pay your deposit upon registration to ensure your space.

PAGEANT OF THE MASTERS - “THE TIME MACHINE” TOUR, Monday, July 15, to Thursday, 
July 18.  Cost is $650/double occupancy per person or $830 single occupancy.  Bus leaves at 7:30 
a.m. and returns around 5:30 p.m.  See the desk for more info.

CRUISING CANADA & NEW ENGLAND, Friday, September 13, to Tuesday, September 24.  
Costs range from $2,550 to $3,550 double occupancy.  This includes cruise, round trip air, hotel in 
Montreal, all transfers, and tips for ground handling and porterage.

WEST COAST GETAWAY CRUISE, Thursday, December 5, to Monday, December 9.  Costs 
range from $769-$999/double occupancy per person which includes cruise, bus, tips.  Not includ-
ed are gratuities on board ship.

For more information and sign up, visit the Metho Travelers’ table in the Fellowship Hall. 



BIRTHDAYS
Floyd Reddy ....................................07/01
Don Vickery .....................................07/01
Jeannie Lewis .................................07/02
Charles Scott ...................................07/06
Debbie Blue .....................................07/08
Joan Smith ......................................07/08
Carl Hansen ....................................07/14
Jackie Hagen ..................................07/18
Bev Miller ........................................07/19
Red Fisher .......................................07/21
John Harris ......................................07/23
Gail Mitchell .....................................07/23
Mike Shiels ......................................07/28
Ruth Campisi ...................................07/31

ANNIVERSARIES
Harlan & Sally Kloostra ...................07/02
Mike & Linda Shiels .........................07/10

Dan & Sandy Martin ........................08/07
John & Betty Harris .........................08/09
Ron & June Fisher ..........................08/13
Gary & Donna Johanson .................08/15
Marlyn & Rita Gregersen .................08/19
Ralph & Jan Ward ...........................08/23
Duane & Patti Avey .........................08/24
Paul & Donna Gibson ......................08/24
Ron & Suzanne Yankowski .............08/28
Bob & Hester Roeder ......................08/29
Bill & Janice Promberger .................08/30
Lyn & Doris Kortie ...........................08/31
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BIRTHDAYS
Jean MacLeod .................................08/02
Nancy Brookman .............................08/03
Mary Simmons ................................08/03
Dean Pokrandt ................................08/05
Rose Scott .......................................08/05
Barbara Bock ..................................08/06
Mary Brickey ...................................08/07
Mark Mitchell ...................................08/09
Donna Pearson ...............................08/09
Ed Jensen .......................................08/10
Alice Davis ...................................... 08/11
Hester Roeder ................................. 08/11
Sylvia Garza ....................................08/13
Rita Greer ........................................08/13
Jean Jowers ....................................08/13
Robert Schmidt ...............................08/13
Sharon Ellingson .............................08/14
Marjorie Clayton ..............................08/16
Joyce Clingerman ...........................08/17
Connie Armstrong ...........................08/18
Gloria Nimmo ..................................08/18
Millie Dickerson ...............................08/22
Don Pleinis ......................................08/22
Sandy Martin ...................................08/23
Fran Nine ........................................08/24
Myrtle Parsons ................................08/24
Jim Carlson .....................................08/26
Naida Davis .....................................08/26
Joyce Toxvard .................................08/29



September Communion Offering to
JUSTA  CENTER

Justa Center is a day resource center only for those individuals over 
the age of 55 who have nowhere to live.  Approximately 55% of the 
people seeking help are veterans. They staff resource specialists 
who help client members to re-establish their documents and IDs 

and a special veterans advocate.  The Center provides seniors with necessary 
services from safe housing, nutrition assistance, basic physical healthcare, sub-
stance abuse care, aftercare, mental health counseling, personal development, 
job assessment and placement assistance.  On any given day, more than 120 
homeless seniors visit Justa Center.  More than 1,200 have been moved into 
independent housing.  Justa Center employs social workers and counselors for 
an Extended Care program to assist our friends after they move into housing.  
Justa Center provides them a safe place to stay during the day as many seniors 
are physically assaulted.  The homeless seniors can take showers, have laun-
dry done for them and they also have a clothing closet.  The staff does from 15 
to 50 loads of laundry a day.  There is an RN on site 6 days a week. 

We miss you 
when you’re 
gone for the 
summer …

… in more ways than 
one!  Certainly, we miss 
your smiling face and 
think about the good 
times you’re having in 
cooler places, but we also 
miss your financial sup-
port.   And it’s that con-
tinuing contribution that 
enables us to keep min-
istry going here at First 
Church when the temps 
hit 110+…until you re-
turn in the fall and winter 
for another season.  So 
thank you (in advance) 
for remembering us with 
your tithes and gifts; we 
appreciate each one.

Page 6

 YEAH!!!!
We got $70.01 in March and 
$80.90 in June from Fry’s for 
doing nothing!!  Thank you 
for signing up.  Works in any 
Kroger family store across the

country.  Swipe and help your church.  If you have not signed 
up yet, below are the instructions.  It is so easy to sign up.  Visit 
www.frysfood.com.  Once logged into your Fry’s account, 
choose Community Rewards from the list on the left, then you 
can search for First United Methodist Church of Sun City either 
by name or YK230 and then click Enroll.  New users will need 
to create an account which requires some basic information, an 
email address and a rewards card.  

If you do not have an email address, you can contact their 
parent company, Kroger, at 1-800-576-4377, option 3.  Just let 
them know you do not have access to a computer but would 
still like to sign up.  If you need help, you can always come to 
the office and we will be glad to assist you.

REMEMBER, purchases will not count for our church until after 
you register your rewards card.  You must swipe your regis-
tered Fry’s rewards card or use the phone number that is re-
lated to your registered Fry’s rewards card when shopping for 
each purchase to count.



SHOEBOx FOR OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Operation Christmas Child is the program for children around the world to receive shoe-
boxes filled with small gifts and evangelist materials.  Every shoebox is an opportunity 
to share the love of Christ and the message of the gospel.  The boxes are the size of a 
regular shoebox.  Please NO used items, toothpaste, candy, food/snack items or liquids; 
NO violent type toys such as guns, knives, or military; NO medications, glass items, or 
aerosol cans.  

Some suggestions for what to put in the box: 
 school supplies  toiletries  small toys
 stuffed animals  dolls   finger puppets
 coloring books  crayons  stickers
 sticker books  balls   deflated soccer ball and pump
 small clothing items T-shirts   hair bands
 rubber sandals  socks   sunglasses
 hats    jewelry  tape measures
 sewing kits   fabric squares  small tools

The dedication for these boxes is October 6th which is also World Communion Sun-
day.  This gives you all plenty of time to find those bargains and be done before the 
busy holidays.  A LIST OF ARTICLES AS TO WHAT TO PUT IN AND NOT PUT IN THE 
BOXES WILL BE TAPED TO THE TABLE BY THE BOXES.  THERE WILL ALSO BE A 
PAMPHLET “How to pack your shoebox” with the same information to take home.  If you 
want to put a check in your box for $9 to cover the shipping cost, that would be great.  
Again the Missions Committee would like to thank the congregation for always support-
ing these missions.  You are faithful!
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Special Church Council Meeting
Wednesday, August 7th, 9:30 a.m.

There will be one item on the agenda.  We will discuss the ac-
tions and resolutions that were passed at the Desert Southwest 
Annual Conference that was held in June and the impact they 
may or may not have on our local church … all in anticipation of 
the Special Called Session of Annual Conference 

scheduled for September 14th which is before our regularly scheduled Church Council 
Meeting on September 25th.  This will be a time of listening and discussion with no antici-
pated votes or decisions being made at that time.  The Church Council is an open meet-
ing and anyone interested may attend.



JULY / AUGUST 
CALENDAR

Sundays
Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hour 10:00 a.m.
Food Drive (3rd Sunday) 
Potluck (3rd Sunday)    10:00 a.m.

Mondays
Bible Study 10:00 a.m.

Tuesdays
Game Night 6:00 p.m.

Wednesdays
NO Handbell nor Choir Rehearsals

in jul, Aug
 Thursdays

Bible Study 3:00 p.m.

JULY / AUGUST
Committee Meetings:

SPRC 9:30 a.m. Jul. 16
NO OTHER MEETINGs IN juL, AuG

Fellowship Hour Hosts
The group that will be hosting our 

10:00 a.m. Fellowship Hour 
for the following months will be:  
JULY  - Elizabeth/Esther Circle

AUGUST - Church Council

 Tabitha-Dorcas Circle:
 Wednesday, July 3rd and August 7th, at 1:00 p.m. at Irene Smith’s home (11209 N. 
 103rd Ave.)
 UMW Executive Board Meeting:
 Tuesday, September 3rd at 1:00 p.m. in Lillian Carver Room
 Elizabeth/Esther Circle:
 Wednesday, September 11th, at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
 Priscilla Circle:
 Thursday, September 12th, at 9:30 a.m. at Betty Zingre’s home (10324 W. Willie Low
 Circle)
 UMW Unit Meeting:
 Monday, October 28th, at 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
 NOTE:  No meetings in July and August (except Tabitha-Dorcas Circle).  
     See you in September!

 

UPCOMING EVENTS
MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Hands of Friendship Luncheon 
11:30 a.m.  Jul. 06 and Aug. 03

INDEPENDENCE DAY Jul. 04
Food Bank Sunday Jul. 21 and Aug. 18
Potluck 10:00 a.m.  Jul. 21 and Aug. 18
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DO YOU HAVE AN ARTICLE 
FOR OUR SEPTEMBER 

NEWSLETTER?
Many people enjoy reading what you 

have to say.  So be sure not to miss our 
deadline of August 15th for the September 

newsletter. If you submit your article
by that date, it will be in the next First 

Word Newsletter.  Thank you!



OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
Tillie Brandt

Marjorie Clayton
Joyce Clingerman
Jan Constantine

Gordon Gudmundson
Libby Hearne

Pat Krider
Alice LaClair

Jeff Lay
Gordon Plancich

John B. Richardson
Mary Jean Roush

Billie Jo Scott
Phyllis Stringer
Helen Teichman

Esta and Bill VanMeter
Don Watson

ECUMENICAL PRAYER CIRCLE 
We pray for the following congregations:

JULY: 
Sun City congregations

The Shepherd’s Gate Community Church
St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church

St. Joachim & St. Anne Catholic Church
St. Clement of Rome Catholic Church

United Methodist congregations in our District
Lakeview UMC, Sun City
Liberty UMC, Buckeye,

Maranatha UMF, Phoenix
Mission Bell UMC, Glendale

AUGUST: 
Sun City congregations

Congregational Church of Sun City
Sun City Christian Church

All Saints of the Desert Episcopal Church
St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church

United Methodist congregations in our District
Mountain View UMC, Cottonwood

New Church Start, Yuma
New Song UMC, Surprise

Nuevo Pacto, Phoenix

Condolences & 
Christian Sympathy.....

....to SANDY 
MARTIN, family 
and friends on the 
passing of her co-
worker, Tom Loutitt 
(04/26).

....to GORDON GUDMUNDSON, 
family and friends on the passing of 
his spouse, Lucille, on 5/14.

....to WALT WEIHMULLER, family 
and friends on the passing of his 
brother-in-law, Robert Andre, on 
5/15 (WI)

....to NANCY BROOKMAN, fam-
ily and friends on the death of her 
husband, Ron, on 5/19.  Arrange-
ments have not been made.
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HANDS OF FRIENDSHIP LUNCHEON
July 6th and August 3rd at 11:30 a.m. 
at Mercer's Restaurant, 9720 W. Peoria.
Hands of Friendship is a group that gets together for 
fellowship and food the first Saturday of each month at 
Mercer’s restaurant.  We order from the menu and pay 
individually.

Please call Phyllis Sutton (623-322-8547) so we will 
have a spot waiting for you.  Everyone is welcome.  
Come join us! 

OFFICE IS CLOSED
for Independence Day,

Thursday, July 04.
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July’s Communion Offering to
UMOM (United Methodist Outreach Ministries)

UMOM New Day Centers was founded by local United Methodist Churches 
in 1964. They have a licensed and accredited child care center, wellness 
center, chapel, Kids Den for after-school activities and a community dining 
facility.  The Clothes Closet is a retail business for residents and the public.

They have a program for abused women and over 90% of the women completing the 
program do not return to an abusive environment.  Their programs also include: individu-
al education/job assistance and transportation services.  In the last few years, they have 
been able to provide services to over 12,000 homeless individuals.  This includes fami-
lies, single mothers, youth/runaways, providing shelter and resource programs.

 

August’s Communion Offering to
OSIAS & DESIREE (our missionaries)

Osias, Desiree and their son, Nikko, were evacuated from Nicaragua 
last year due to civil unrest and are now in Honduras.  Desiree's job has 
extended to all of Latin America and the Caribbean.  Osias' work was ex-
panded to include theological education in Central America and some training and 
travel in South America.  Their son Nikko has been attending first grade in Hon-
duras and thriving in school.  Their home is in Tegucigalpa (Honduras) and they 
are humbled by the opportunity to play a small role in partnering with what God is 
doing in that region of the world.
In the midst of all these transitions, they give thanks for the joy of new beginnings.  
They have discovered that wherever they are, God provides for them and as long 
as they are together, that is "home."

 

Summer Worship Hours 
Time will be 9:00 a.m. every Sunday through Labor Day in Sep-
tember.  Please let your friends and neighbors know about this 
exciting change in our worship schedule.  The congregtion’s re-
sponse to our poll was overwhelmingly in favor of one service for

the summer months.  We will still be having our Third Sunday Potluck and Food Collec-
tion, as well as all of our other fine programs you have come to know and expect.  Thank 
you for your full participation. The Church Council and Worship Committee will review the 
matter in the fall.  Starting September 8th, services willl be 8:00 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.

VALLEY VIEW 
COMMUNITY FOOD BANK

Tilly 2Can is the mascot for Valley View Community Food Bank.  Her 
message — every time you shop for your family’s groceries, grab an 
extra TWO CANS for Valley View.  Thank you in advance for all you do 
for the community.

Our food bank donation Sunday is July 21st and August 18th.  If you forget your 
food, cash or a check will suffice.
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THE MARIAN THOMPSON MEMORIAL FUND

Dean Pokrandt:
When I joined our church about 5 years ago, I was pleasantly surprised to learn of    
this fund and of the amount of money in it.  Marian had the insight to see a need and 
donated money to start the fund that would grow and be used to pay for operational 
expense.  We have a goal to build the fund to one million dollars.  Thank you for your 
gifts and your consideration.  Hopefully more of our members will make this fund part of 
their estate planning. 

Mary Brickey:
I first heard of the Marian Thompson Fund ten years ago when your parishioner and my 
good friend Bud Wolfinger passed away.  In lieu of flowers, his family requested gifts to 
that fund.  I gave money then and I have honored Bud’s memory with continuing gifts.  
Maybe you have someone you could remember in that way also.

Rev Lois:
When I was appointed to this church, I was impressed with the Foundation and the way 
people had looked into the future to help other institutions (mostly schools of higher 
education).  I learned of the Marian Thompson Fund through attending board meet-
ings.  Marian Thompson was a church member who was looking into the future.  The 
fund began with a donation of $25,000 at her death.  The fund has a goal of One Million 
Dollars!  That sounds like a lot, but in just a few years, we are over a third of the way 
there.  The interest from this fund will help us maintain our building and supplement our 
budget in the future.  This means so much for the church and every donation makes a 
difference.

Betty Zingre:
The Marian Thompson Fund means that with everyone’s help we can have a back up 
for the church’s finances.  Without the help from the fund, we would not be able to meet 
our church’s budget.  Please help with your donation to the Marian Thompson Fund.

Walt Weihmuller:
I thank the board members for these writings supporting the Marian Thompson Fund.  
With everyone’s support we can reach our goal.



In Memory of Dolores Morris
Our Last Charter Member …

A momentous occasion happened last summer, and it changed our church for-
ever.  August 15, 2018 marked the date that Dolores Morris said farewell to this 
world and was welcomed into that eternal one in heaven above.  But as Jesus 
gained a new neighbor, First United Methodist Church lost its last remaining   
charter member, and we need to honor that esteemed position. 

Dee, as she liked to be called, was an early resident in Sun City.  She moved here 
with spouse, John Robert (he preferred the name Bob), in 1964 from Ft. Collins, 
Colorado.  Originally from Tipton, Indiana, and residing for years in the Chicago 
area, arthritis compelled her move to the southwest.  Sun City was still in its in-
fancy when she and Bob purchased a brand new home at 10354 W. Cumberland 
Drive.  It looked south over several vacant lots to a church going up on 105th 
Avenue and Salem Drive.  She joined it on February 21, 1965, listed as member 
#129.

Rev. Harold McIlnay had recently been installed as the pastor of First Church, 
assisted by Rev. Duane Thistlethwaite (a retired Methodist pastor) and Raymond 
Corson (a key layperson credited with helping start the new congregation).  They 
met for worship services at the Town Hall Auditorium on the corner of Peoria and 
107th Avenues.  Dee remembered setting up the room for church and then taking 
it down afterwards, since other congregations were also holding services there on 
Sundays while their buildings were under construction.  “It was a busy time,” she 
recalled in one of our conversations.  
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As the church building took shape, her mother and father came from Indiana to 
visit.  Father just had to see how construction was going, so he’d walk across the 
vacant lots to check things out.  One rainy day he took the usual trek and came 
home with mud all over his brand new shoes.  “Mother was not happy about that 
– and let him know it!”

She also remembered with fondness the early days of the congregation: pot-
lucks, committee meetings (she served on nearly every one), neighborhood can-
vassing, and the establishment of Sunshine Service, a medical equipment loan 
program for Sun City residents.

With wide community support, Sunshine Service collected used wheelchairs, 
walkers, hospital beds, etc.  Rev. Thistlethwaite donated the use of his carport 
and back porch to store items, until, as Dee put it, “There was no room for peo-
ple; Mrs. Thistlethwaite had had enough.”  Sunshine Service relocated to their 
first building on Coggins Drive. 

Dee represented the beginnings of First Church, having become a member 
before the sanctuary was even complete!  She participated in and enjoyed all of 
its functions and knew firsthand the joy and energy surrounding the “birthing” of 
what we know today as “the happiest church on 105th Avenue.”  But it would not 
be here (we would not be here) without her and many like her who believed that 
God was doing a new thing in Sun City!

Incidentally, all was not joy and happiness; Dolores lost in a very short time her 
husband, Bob, and son, Kent.  And as a testimony to her love for them, the first 
two stained glass windows on the north side of the sanctuary – the Nativity Star 
and the Descending Dove & Baptismal Shell – are dedicated to their memory by 
Dee.

We are all privileged to be part of this great congregation on the corner of 105th 
Avenue and Salem Drive.  And to insure its success into the future, we ought 
to take the position that our labors here pick up where Dolores, aged 106, (and 
many others) left off in service to the Lord.

      Rev. Thomas Ondra
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Visit our website at www.fumcsuncity.com
Join us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/fumcsuncity

First United 
Methodist Church

9849 N. 105th Avenue, Sun City, AZ 85351 
623-974-3631

Summer Service at 9:00 a.m.
(June 2nd through September 1st)

Website:  www.fumcsuncity.com
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/

fumcsuncity
Email: office@fumcsuncity.com

The ministers of this church are its members.  
Those who assist and support them are:

Lois Hedden Senior Pastor
Thomas Ondra Associate Pastor
Colleen Becker Lay Leader
Terry Smith Music Director
Cathy Murray Organist, Handbell Director
Sharon Weber Office Manager
Richard Vickers Audio Engineer
Lou Farrar Media Operator
Robert Schmidt Maintenance

.

TELEWORSHIP:
Teleworship allows a person to dial a phone number 
remotely and listen to the worship service as it occurs.  
Here’s how it works:
• Call 623-777-3306 during the 9:00 a.m. service
• When prompted, enter extension 930 
• Dial 536-545-940  #
• You will be connected to the worship service.

Note:  You can have a convenient wallet size card 
with the above information.  These are 

available in the church office.
You can follow the service with a copy of the Sunday 
bulletin which is located on our website:  
fumcsuncity.com.  Under the heading “WORSHIP” 
click on “SUNDAY BULLETIN.”


