
First United Methodist Church of Sun City

First Word
        JULY 2020

                                Greetings church family.   I am excited to be your new pastor at First UMC 
                                of Sun City.  Though I have a home in Texas, I am not new to Phoenix and 
                                the West Valley, having served for forty-three years in the Desert Southwest
                                Conference, five years of which were at Lakeview UMC.  Additionally, I 
                                served in other capacities as a Conference Director of Programming, the 
                                West District Superintendent (my office was in your church complex), and 
                                Executive Director of New Church Starts for the United Methodist church in 
                                Nashville.

I was born and raised in the central part of Michigan and am the oldest of seven children. I enjoy 
sports of almost any type.  My wife, Charly, and I have been married now for close to 30 years and 
share six children and sixteen grandchildren.  

These are certainly challenging times for us all as our country wrestles with two pandemics: one 
of civil unrest and injustice and the other the deadly Coronavirus.  To be sure, we are faced with 
confusing and conflicting news that affect our daily living in both these matters.  As for this church 
and our church life together, you should know that I am here to serve you and join you as we limit 
our outside exposure to others, wash our hands frequently, practice social distancing, and  pray 
unceasingly for our world to heal through our Lord, Jesus Christ.  

Two of my favorite words, that are repeated over and over again in the bible, are “fear not.” To be 
sure, fear is not always bad.  It keeps us from hurting ourselves such as fearing a hot stove or 
keeping us from getting too close to a high cliff.  However, when fear paralyses us, and keeps us 
from moving forward, that fear is not useful.  I am inviting you to join with me to “fear not” and to 
pray for the world to become a well and more loving place.   

Pastor Tom Butcher



Don Vickery ............................7/01 Beverly Miller ...........................7/19
Floyd Reddy ...........................7/01 Red Fisher ...............................7/21
Charles Scott ..........................7/06 Gail Mitchell .............................7/23
Debbie Blue ............................7/08 Jeanne Batten .........................7/24
Mary Jo Meyer .......................7/16 Mike Shiels ..............................7/28
Jackie Hagen .........................7/18 Ruth Campisi ...........................7/31

Harlan & Sally Kloostra ..........7/02        Mike & Linda Shiels .................7/10

JULY BIRTHDAYS

JULY ANNIVERSARIES

JULY
Bible Studies...

Lectionary Study
Read aT home UnTiL we ReSUme

July 6
Genesis 25:19-34         Psalm 25
Romans 8:1-11             Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

July 13
   Genesis 28:10-19a      Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24

Romans 8:12-25       Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
July 20

Genesis 29:15-28        Psalm 105:1-11, 45b
Romans 8:26-39       Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

July 27
Genesis 32:22-31        Psalm 17:1-7, 15
Romans 9:1-5              Matthew 14:13-21

Reading Through the Bible
when we resume we will be in numbers

all Umw meetings are CanCeLLed 
until further notice.

CommiTTee meeTinGS

all meetings have been CanCeLLed 
until further notice.



July 5th Communion offering
Umom (United methodist outreach ministries)

UMOM New Day Centers has a licensed and accredited child care center, wellness center, 
chapel, Kids Den for after-school activities and a community dining facility.  The Clothes Closet 
is a retail business for residents and the public.  They have a program for abused women and 
over 90% of the women completing the program do not return to an abusive environment.  Their 
programs also include: individual education/job assistance and transportation services.  In the 
last few years, they have been able to provide services to over 12,000 homeless individuals.  
This includes families, single mothers, youth/runaways, providing shelter and resource 
programs.

              CondoLenCeS & ChRiSTian SYmPaThY......

               ....to the family and friends of Carol Childress’ brother, Patrick, who has 
                   been in South Africa with COVID-19 and passed away on June 8th.

                        our thoughts and prayers are with this family

eCUmeniCaL PRaYeR CiRCLe 
We pray for the following congregations:

JULY
Sun City Churches......

Radient Church
First Baptist Church

Emmanuel Baptist Church
Bellevue Heights Church

west district Churches.....

Lakeview UMC, Sun City
Liberty UMC, Buckeye

Maranatha UMF, Phoenix
Mission Bell UMC, Glendale

oUR ChURCh FamiLY 
Tillie Brandt

Alicia Cambridge
Marjorie Clayton
Jan Constantine

Gordon Gudmundson
Libby Hearne
Mabel Heeter

Pat Krider
Jeff Lay

Jean MacLeod
Jack Minton

Gordon Plancich
John B. Richardson
Mary Jean Roush

Billie Jo Scott
Helen Teichman

Bill VanMeter
Don Watson

Carolyn Whitenack



VaLLeY View Food BanK
The virus has changed everything about the way people are living.  Their clients are struggling 
even more then they usually do just to survive . Because the needs are escalating, they will be 
open seven days a week from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  We want to thank all of you that have so 
generously given while this pandemic has been going on.  For those of you that don’t know yet, 
their pantry has moved to 10771 W. Peoria in Sun City (right behind the Wells Fargo bank).
Last year VVCFB provided more than 2 million pounds of food for hungry families.  Staff and
volunteers packed 158,324 food boxes and of those 300 were seniors. They also partnered with 
local foster programs and safe homes.  

This Easter, 1,752 families received an extra food box and 2,015 children received Easter baskets.  
More thn 380 children and teens received backpacks and 225 received haircuts.  Thanksgiving 
week VVCFB helped over 5000 people, including 155 homeless.  At Christmas over 4,000 people 
were helped with food boxes and gifts for 1,500 children.  More homeless and grandparents
helping to raise their grandchildren were also helped.  

Just thought all of you might want to know your part in helping to reach these people.  They are 
still in great need as cost of staple food has gone up. So if you cannot buy groceries, money is 
always very gratefully accepted. You can mail a check to VVCFB 10771 W. Peoria Ave., Sun City, 
AZ  85351.  VVCFB 2020 Thank you again for your support in a very needed mission.

**IMPORTANT INFO.  IF YOU SHOP AT AMAZON, GO TO “smile.amazon.com “ AND CHOOSE 
VALLEY VIEW COMMUNITY FOOD BANK THROUGH A DROP-DOWN MENU TO SIGN UP.  A 
PERCENTAGE OF YOU PURCHASE WILL BE DONATED TO THEM.  

 

TiTheS & oFFeRinGS
                                               

how do you make donations when you don’t gather for worship?

During this time of crisis, we are going to try to keep the church office open to be a conduit for 
information, coordination of services and volunteers, to be here to serve you.  The church
office is open Monday – Thursday 9ish – 4:00 p.m. and we will continue as long as it is safe 
to do so.  You may mail your regular tithes, gifts and offerings to the church, or use bill-pay 
with your bank, on-line giving through the church web site, or drop them by the church office.  



annUaL ConFeRenCe RePoRT
In preparation for Annual Conference we always have a preconference briefing meeting two to 
three weeks before to prepare us.  This year was no different except this meeting was not in 
person but zoom.  We learned how voting would happen, since we would not be in an in-person 
setting.  In order to save time at the Plenary session on Saturday, Randy Bowman, Conference 
Treasurer, presided over a webinar on May 28th to outline proposals for budget and finance.  The 
main topics were proposed changes to health insurance and building insurance as cost saving 
measures.

On Friday, June 12, the morning session was for clergy only.  Beginning at 1:00 the laity session 
began.  Opening minutes was a conversation between Bishop Bob Hoshibata and Conference 
Lay Leader Laurie Lineberry.  Both had planned to end their terms this year but as we all know 
plans do change.  They both talked about their decisions to remain for another year.

Next we were introduced to Gwen Bortner, Western Jurisdiction Project Manager from the 
California Nevada Conference.  She led the workshop accompanied by Laurie Lineberry and 
Rev. Beth Rambikur, Director of Connectional Ministries for Desert Southwest Conference.  The 
appropriate title for the workshop was “The Journey of Change”.  This included many ideas of how 
we as laity can participate in the many changes that happen in our churches and lives all of the 
time.  Some of the questions they asked us to consider:  

 What do you believe and why?
 What do you NOT believe?
 How do you view your relationship with God? With Jesus?
 Why do you participate?
 What does Methodism and the church mean to you?
 What is the next step in your journey of change?

Saturday morning began with worship.  Bishop Bob talked about us being in liminal space now.  
This was a term I was not familiar with so had to google it.  It is a “crossing over” space.  A space 
where you have left something behind, yet you are not yet fully in something else.  I think we will 
all agree.  He also talked at great length about building relationships to help stop racism.  

The rest of the day was spent with the business of the Annual Conference.  Because of the 
shortened time, 7 hours instead of the usual 30, this proved to be very different and interesting.  
Announcement was made of the closure of two churches, Camp Verde and Youngtown. We did 
have short videos to recognize the 12 retiring pastors and also appointments for next year.  The 
day ended an hour overtime with a closing worship.   

Even though we were at home for the entire conference and it was a shorter time period, I missed 
the interaction with the people from all of the other churches.  Over the years many friendships 
are made.  This has been a time to not only renew acquaintances but make new ones.  Hopefully 
next year will be different and better.
        Colleen Becker, Lay Leader
        



By the time you are reading this, our church doors will have been closed for over 3 months.  It is 
hard to remember that the last time we met together as a congregation was before Palm Sunday 
in early April … which bring us to the word … CHANGE.  What is change?  The dictionary defines 
it as “the act or instance of making or becoming different.”  Some other words that could be 
used to describe change are to … transform, adapt, rebuild, reconstruct, refashion, or make over.  
When you think about it, isn’t that exactly what we have been doing as a church as a result of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic?  In June, we said goodbye (virtually) to Pastor Lois and Pastor Tom, who 
have served our church faithfully for many years.  On July 1st, we welcome Tom Butcher as our 
new Pastor.  We have been worshiping virtually for the past months and long for the day when 
we can get back together again.  While we all want to do that, it is important to remember that the 
church is not the building but the people.  We are still worshiping as a “church” even though it is 
not together in our “building.” 

The question many of you have been asking is “when can we worship again in our church 
building?”  The answer to this is, “I don’t know. Not until our Desert Southwest UMC Bishop 
gives us permission to open our doors again.”  There is no timeline for this process as it is based 
on what the COVID-19 numbers show over a 14-day period.  As I am writing this in early June, 
they are still going up. I want to assure you though, that your Executive Committee has been 
working behind the scenes in preparation for that day.  What you must understand is that when 
that happens, it will not be exactly the same as before.  Think of the words from above … rebuild, 
refashion, make over, etc. Initially, Social Distancing in the Sanctuary will have to be observed. 
Masks will be required. Hand Sanitizer will have to be used. There will be a limit on how many can 
be in the building at one time and there will be no fellowship time.  Sounds like “Change” to me, 
doesn’t it?  Until the day we can get together again, as I said in the May Newsletter, even though 
we can’t visit in person, continue to reach out to your neighbors and church friends by phone, 
especially those who are alone and are longing to hear a friendly voice. If you are alone and can’t 
get out for the basics, you only need to reach out to the Church Office and let them know.  You 
aren’t alone as there are those in the church who are more than willing to help pick up groceries, 
medications, or anything else you may need.  Continue to worship via Tele Worship or Facebook 
Live.  Our worship team is there to provide you a wonderful worship experience every Sunday 
until we can meet together again.  Finally, pray … for each other and our country as a whole. We 
the people are the church.

      Ralph ward, Church Council Chairman



Businesses are beginning to open up so things are a little less boring.  Donna and I actually got to 
go out to eat for our 30th wedding anniversary, although eating out was a far cry from celebrating 
in Aruba like we had planned, but of course that trip has been postponed.

Missing being with you but the virtual services are going well.  Thanks again for continuing to 
support our church.  Keep in mind your donations can be mailed in, dropped off, or you can 
donate on line.

Looking forward to being with you again.

       dean Pokrandt, Chair of Finance 

What does the future hold?  I think not one of us can answer that question at this minute.  I know 
I can’t.  The only thing I know for sure is that I miss all of you.  Whether you play bells, sing in the 
choir, or just sit in the pews on Sunday morning, I miss seeing smiling faces and hearing your 
voices.  This is, however, a newsletter to bring you up to date.  Not much has changed.  Obviously 
no beginning class in June for handbells.

I am currently going through the handbell library with small groups in mind. I think our first steps to 
getting back to any kind of normal will be small baby steps.  Maybe that means one to two people 
playing hymns to begin with.  I just don’t know how soon that will be.  Until I know more, I’m just 
going through the motions of  thinking what possibilities might be open to us.

I hope you are all well and I really look forward to seeing each and everyone of you.

    Cathy murray, organist and handbell director

When the virus first caused closures, I never would have imagined that it would last this long. It 
can be challenging when trying to abide by all of the safety conditions recommended for stopping 
the spread of COVID-19. The staff at First United Methodist Church of Sun City has been blessed 
with good health and safety. With both of our beloved pastors retiring at the end of this month, 
even more change is headed our way. All we can do is stay positive and keep our faith steady 
and firm in this difficult time.

        Robert Schmidt, maintenance
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Visit our website at www.fumcsuncity.com
Join us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/fumcsuncity

First United 
Methodist Church

9849 N. 105th Avenue, Sun City, AZ 85351 
623-974-3631

website:  www.fumcsuncity.com
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/

fumcsuncity
Email: office@fumcsuncity.com

The ministers of this church are its members.  
Those who assist and support them are:

Tom Butcher Senior Pastor
Colleen Becker Lay Leader
Terry Smith Music Director
Cathy Murray Organist, Handbell Director
Pam Marsh Administrative Assistant
Gail Rankin Bookkeeper
Richard Vickers Audio Engineer
Lou Farrar Media Operator
Robert Schmidt Maintenance

.

TeLewoRShiP:
Teleworship allows a person to dial a phone number 
remotely and listen to the worship service as it occurs.  
Here’s how it works:
• Call 623-777-3306 during the 9:30 a.m. service
• When prompted, enter extension 930 
• Dial 536-545-940  #
• You will be connected to the worship service.

Note:  You can have a convenient wallet size card 
with the above information.  These are 

available in the church office.
You can follow the service with a copy of the Sunday 
bulletin which is located on our website:  
fumcsuncity.com.  Under the heading “WORSHIP” 
click on “SUNDAY BULLETIN.”

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED


