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 October 18th - 19th
This year’s Fall Festival is October 18th & 19th, 
so mark your calendars!  We will again be selling 
rummage items, furniture, and jewelry.  We will 
have an on-site lunch and bake sale.  So there will 
be many opportunities to volunteer.

Are you new to our church and have no idea what 
the Fall Festival is?  It is a fundraiser for the church.  Money is raised by selling rummage 
items, furniture, jewelry, lunches and baked goods which are all donated by the congregation.  
The money received goes into our general operating fund and toward our mission endeavors.  
Being a Fall Festival volunteer is a great way to get to know your church family.

The month of September gives each of us the perfect opportunity to go through our 
homes and garages and rid them of items no longer needed.  NO CLOTHING, SHOES, 
COMPUTERS, MONITORS OR TVs (flatscreens OK), please.  Rummage items will be 
received at the church the week of October 14th.

If you have jewelry to donate, please drop it off at the church office NOW.  It takes time to 
prepare jewelry for display, so having the luxury of an extra few weeks is a big help.  Also, this 
is the time to stock up on 16 oz. bottled water, 12 oz. cans soda pop, and multi-pack bags of 
chips while it is on sale.  These may be left in the Usher’s Closet.

Thanks to everyone that helped out last year.  We look forward to seeing all of you again this 
year and hopefully many new faces!

Worship Service 
Hours

BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 8TH
SERVICES:  8:00 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.

Come worship with us!
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MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBERS
OF FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH - SUN CITY

JOINED JUNE 30, 2019 
KATHIE COOMBS.... It’s all summed up in one word: 
family.  She’s in Sun City today to keep a sharp eye on her 
mother, Audrey Olson.  Kathie joins her sisters, Noreen 
Nickerson-Cruz and Pat Nichols-Hill, in that endeavor.  
Her resume includes living in Minnesota, Nevada, 
Texas, Colorado, and the Upper Peninsula of Michigan.  
Employment includes Cox Communications and American 
Express; but none of that prepared her for life with two pets, 
a Maine coon cat and a Goldendoodle (I’ll let her explain 
that …)!  Hobbies involve singing and dancing and good 
old-fashioned crocheting.

JOINED AUGUST 18, 2019 
DONALD HUTTON.... Don’s the fastest guy on two 
wheels … two bicycle wheels, that is.  He divides his time 
between mountain biking and road biking (just like the Tour 
de France only not so long).  He’s got all of the professional 
equipment and once logged 80 miles in one day!  So if you 
need someone to ride with – or to watch the Tour with on 
TV – call Don.  Don comes to us from Oakley, Kansas, and 
graduated from Kansas State University.  Following jobs 
with Honeywell in Kansas City and Intel in Chandler, Don’s 
getting settled in here in the West Valley.  

 

Qualified Charitable
Distributions (QCDs)

When planning your IRA withdrawal strategy, you may want to consider making 
charitable donations through a QCD.  A QCD is a direct transfer of funds from your 
IRA custodian, payable to a qualified charity.  QCD’s can be counted toward satis-
fying your required minimum distributions (RMD’s) for the year, as long as certain 
rules are met.

In addition to the benefits of giving to charity, a QCD excludes the amount donated 
from taxable income, which is unlike regular withdrawals from an IRA. Keeping 
your taxable income lower may reduce the impact to certain tax credits and deduc-
tions, including Social Security and Medicare.

Also, QCD’s don't require that you itemize, which due to the recent tax law chang-
es, means you may decide to take advantage of the higher standard deduction, 
but still use a QCD for charitable giving.
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l love my church.  I love the local church, First UMC, right here in the heart of Sun City.  
I love the greater connectional church.  I love the idea that my church is around the 
world, in more than 136 countries.  I like the idea that we are all connected, working 
towards the same goals and purposes.  But more than the church, I Love God.

At this time in the life of our church, there are many voices struggling to be heard.  I 
think there are many people that are hearing something around them, are not sure 
exactly what it all means for the church or them personally.  Some people are passion-
ate that there must be full inclusion – ordination, marriage, all levels of leadership – for 
each and every person regardless of their lifestyle or beliefs.  Some are just as pas-
sionate that there should be certain requirements to be in leadership in the local church 
or for ordination as Deacons or Elders.  

Right beside all of these very impassioned people, I think there are a great number 
of people who have opinions but no desire to fight.  These people are in our church 
because they love the church and the people of the church.  They like the programs,   
worship and activities that are offered in their local church.  They are waiting to see 
what happens when all the dust settles, and then they will decide if this is a place 
where they are still comfortable; if their beliefs are upheld or put down.  

I, like everyone else, have my personal opinions and understandings of the scripture 
and the history, doctrine and polity of the United Methodist Church.  I will never for-
get some very wise advise a pastor gave me when I was struggling with some of the       
actions of the General Conference (world-wide) of the church as a lay person.  I was 
told to stay.  The church needs every voice.  

I have repeated this advice to many people over the years as they are upset over one 
thing or another that the Annual, Jurisdictional, or General Conference has done.  I  
say the same thing to you – STAY – we need every voice.  It is only when we come 
together and blend our voices, hearing each other, that we are truly the church.

First Church is not going anywhere.  We will be here every week celebrating in        
worship, studying the Bible, gathering for mission and community work.  We need    
and respect every voice.  No decisions have been made.  The church is not splitting 
today.  Today we covet your prayers and friendship.  Together we serve the people of 
Sun City.  Together we make a difference right here for God. 

     God Bless YOU – Rev. Lois

P.S. If you ever have questions or need to talk, my door is always open.



Bible Studies...
Lectionary Study

SEPTEMBER 2019 
Mondays at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall

September 2nd
Jeremiah 18:1-11  Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  
Philemon 1-21  Luke 14:25-33

September 9th
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-29     Psalm 14
1 Timothy 1:12-17     Luke 15:1-10

September 16th
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1   Psalm 79:1-9
1 Timothy 2:1-7    Luke 16:1-13

September 23rd
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15   Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16
1 Timothy 6:6-19    Luke 16:19-31

September 30th
Lamentations 1:1-6   Psalm 137
2 Timothy 1:1-14    Luke 17:5-10

Reading Through the Bible
We meet every Thursday afternoon 
at 3:00 p.m. in the Lillian Carver Room for 
an hour of Bible reading, discussion and 
questions.  We are in the book of Genesis.  

Come and join us!

 STEURY HANDBELLS
We hope everyone had 
an enjoyable and relax-
ing summer!  Now it is 
time to start rehearsals 
for the handbells.  If you 
have had any experience 
with playing handbells or 
know how to read music, 
please feel free to join us!  

We will start rehearsals on Wednesday, 
September 4th, ready to play at 2:30 p.m.  
See  you there!
   Cathy Murray,
   Handbell Director

     CHOIR
The church choir will begin regular 
weekly rehearsals on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 4th, from 4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.  
If you are currently a choir member or 
would like to become one, please join 
us.  There are no auditions or require-
ments - except that you should enjoy 
singing (we'll be doing a lot of that). 
Music greatly enhances our worship  
and the choir is an important part
of that experience.     
Terry Smith
Music Director

 

Jan and I would like to 
thank you all for your 
prayers, thoughts, visits, 

cards, and calls during this difficult time.  
She is doing very well and all indications 
are that they got all the cancer and Jan 
is on the road to recovery. She is getting 
stronger day by day.  We ask for your 
continued prayers as she heals during 
the 6+ week recovery period. 
    Ralph & Jan Ward

Thanks to our 
wonderful church 
family for your love and 
support shown us at the 
passing of Gary.  The 
participation of Rev. Lois 

and Rev. Tom, Cathy and Terry 
in the Celebration of Life Service 
was so appreciated!  Thank you to 
the Priscilla Circle for the delicious 
lunch.
  Donna Johanson and Family
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BIRTHDAYS
Sally Gardner ....................................... 09/03
Jean Braun ........................................... 09/04
Ruth Graf .............................................. 09/04
Nancy O’Brien ...................................... 09/04
Lyn Kortie ............................................. 09/05
Edith Werner ........................................ 09/06
Imy Kelley ............................................. 09/07
Gordon Plancich ................................... 09/08
Cindy Dermody .................................... 09/10
George Kelley ...................................... 09/10
Nada Nott ............................................. 09/10
Mabel Heeter ........................................ 09/14
Carol Childress ..................................... 09/17
Ken Bartz ............................................. 09/18
Price Downey ....................................... 09/19
Jaye Reddy .......................................... 09/19
Connie Scott ......................................... 09/19
Enola Heitman ...................................... 09/20
Jim Rankin ........................................... 09/21
Fern Hoffman ....................................... 09/24
JoAnn Lechko ...................................... 09/24
Evelyn Plummer ................................... 09/24
Robert Carlson ..................................... 09/28

ANNIVERSARIES
Don & Joyce Clingerman ..................... 09/04
Ron & Nancy Lentz .............................. 09/14
Adam & Barbara Chavez ..................... 09/19

SEPTEMBER
CALENDAR

Sundays
Sunday Worship 8:00 & 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship Hour 9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
CANNED Food Drive (3rd Sunday) 
Potluck (3rd Sunday)    10:30 a.m.

Mondays
Bible Study 10:00 a.m.

Tuesdays
Game Night 6:00 p.m.

Wednesdays
Handbells Rehearsal 2:30 p.m.
Choir Rehearsals 4:00 p.m.

Thursdays
Bible Study 3:00 p.m.

SEPTEMBER
Committee Meetings:

Trustees 9:30 a.m.  Sep. 03
Social Media 1:00 p.m.  Sep. 12
Missions 1:00 p.m.  Sep. 17
Finance 1:30 p.m.  Sep. 19
Church Council 9:30 a.m.  Sep. 25

Returning in October:
SPRC 11:00 a.m.  Oct. 01
Church Growth 10:00 a.m.  Oct. 02
Care Council 1:00 p.m.  Oct. 08
Worship 1:00 p.m.  Oct. 09
Foundation 9:30 a.m.  Oct. 16

OCTOBER 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE FOR 
ARTICLES IS 

SEPTEMBER 16TH 
Please submit any 
articles you have 

by September 16th.  
Thank you.

 as summer passes by, we have a very good reason
Why we look forward to the coming season.

The month of october is drawing near
The time of our “Fall Festival” each year.

We scour our households for things to be sold
some very good bargains appear – i am told.

Best of all, we gather in friendship and Christian love
and in prayer we ask for

God’s blessing to come from above.

  marion james
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 UMW Executive Board Meeting:
 Tuesday, September 3rd, at 1:00 p.m. in Lillian Carver Room

 Tabitha-Dorcas Circle:
 Wednesday, September 4th, at 1:00 p.m. at Irene Smith’s home 
 (11209 N. 103rd Ave.)

 Elizabeth/Esther Circle:
 Wednesday, September 11th, at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall

 Priscilla Circle:
 Thursday, September 12th, at 9:30 a.m. at Betty Zingre’s home (10324 W. Willie 
 Low Circle)  

 UMW Unit Meeting:
 Monday, October 28th, at 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  

ATTENTION ALL LADIES OF THE 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Summer is over and it is time to gear up for United Methodist Women.  
The three circles will begin regular meetings again and we have two more 
Unit Meetings before the end of the year.  Our meeting on October 28th at 
11:30 a.m. plans to be fun and exciting.  We will have a speaker from Son 
Glow Boutique.  This is a wonderful little shop in Surprise with 

ladies clothing, jewelry, handbags and inspirational décor and much more.  Shirley Mad-
kins, the owner, will share with us her inspiration for opening the shop and the missions 
she supports from the proceeds.  There will be a mini fashion show to showcase some 
of her clothing.  We hope all of you will put this date on your calendar now and plan to 
attend.  No tickets needed, but we will have a sign-up sheet later so we know how many 
salads for the luncheon.  Colleen Becker, President, United Methodist Women

TaBiTha-doRCas CiRCLe meeTinG
Our October meeting is on Wednesday, October 2nd, at 1:00 p.m. at Barbara Leyh’s 
home (10133 Burns Drive).  We invite any woman to come to this meeting to see what 
we are all about and perhaps you might want to become a member of the group.  
We meet each month on the 1st Wednesday at 1:00 p.m. at different locations.  We 
have a short business meeting, plan for upcoming events and then enjoy light refresh-
ments.  Our circle supports Ronald McDonald House, the Foundation for Blind Children 
and several other mission acitivities which will be explained at the meeting.
We would love to meet you.  PLEASE COME!!

OFFICE IS CLOSED for Labor 
Day, Monday, September 2nd.

 Fellowship hour hosts
The group that will be hosting our 
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Hour for the 

month of September will be:
PRisCiLLa CiRCLe.



ECUMENICAL PRAYER CIRCLE 
We pray for the following congregations:

September 2019: 
Sun City congregations

Shepherd of the Desert Lutheran Church
American Lutheran Church

Fountain of Life Lutheran Church
Our Savior Lutheran Church

First UMC of Sun City
United Methodist congregations in our District

Prescott UMC
Prescott Valley UMC
Trinity UMC, Phoenix
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
Tillie Brandt

Marjorie Clayton
Joyce Clingerman
Jan Constantine

Gordon Gudmundson
Libby Hearne

Pat Krider
Alice LaClair

Jeff Lay
Gordon Plancich

John B. Richardson
Mary Jean Roush

Billie Jo Scott
Phyllis Stringer
Helen Teichman

Esta and Bill VanMeter
Don Watson

Condolences & Christian Sympathy to.....
.......DONNA JOHANSON, family and friends on the death of her husband, 
Gary, on 07/06.

....DOROTHY MURRAY, family and friends on the death of her brother, Jim Dewhirst, in 
Pennsylvania on 07/02.
....ROSEANN MCGUIRE, family and friends on the death of her husband, Loy, on 07/16.     
Memorial service for Loy will be on Friday, September 27th from 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. at 
West  Resthaven, 6450 W. Northern Ave. 
....DON HULSEY, family and friends of the death of his wife, Karen, on 07/17.  
....ELLA PITCHFORD, family and friends of the death of her mother, Grace Hedgpeth, on 
08/09.

Metho Travelers invites you to….
Go Places: Fun trips with great people.

Remember, FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED.  
Many people are now signing up for these activities and space is limited.

Be sure to pay your deposit upon registration to ensure your space.

MESA MARKET PLACE SWAP MEET, Friday, October 4.  Cost is $30 and includes transportation, 
gratuities, admission, and a  dessert stop on the return trip.  

WEST COAST GETAWAY CRUISE, Thursday, December 5, to Monday, December 9.  Costs range 
from $769-$999/double occupancy per person which include cruise, bus, tips.  Not included are 
gratuities on board ship.

For more information and sign up, visit the Metho Travelers’ table in the Fellowship Hall.  
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POTLUCK
Sunday, September 15th

Every third Sunday of the month we have a Potluck 
Sunday.  Our fun potluck will be held on September 15th 
at 10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Remember to bring your own plate and utensils.  
Please bring an extra dish to share so we can easily include our guests and visitors.  
Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Our guest speaker will be Bill Parker, CPS with CNN Mortgage.  He will be sharing 
general information with us about Reverse Mortgages – what they are, when they make 
sense.  This will be great information for all of us whether for ourselves or friends and 
family.  Come on September 15th with a covered dish to share and listen to a great 
informational program.

September’s Communion Offering to 
Support Justa Center

Justa Center is a day resource center only for homeless seniors (over the age 
of 55).  Approximately 55% of the people seeking help are veterans. They staff 

resource specialists who help client members to re-establish their documents and IDs 
and even have a special veterans advocate.  The Center provides seniors with neces-
sary services from safe housing, nutrition assistance, basic physical healthcare, substance 
abuse care, aftercare, mental health counseling, personal development, job assessment 
and placement assistance.  On any given day, more than 120 homeless seniors visit Justa 
Center.  More than 1,200 have been moved into independent housing.  Justa Center em-
ploys social workers and counselors for an Extended Care Program to assist our friends 
after they move into housing.  Justa Center provides them a safe place to stay during the 
day as many seniors are targets while living on the streets.  The homeless seniors can take 
showers, have laundry done for them and Justa Center also has a clothing closet.  The staff 
does from 15 to 50 loads of laundry a day.  There is an RN on site 6 days a week.

World Communion Sunday
Part of the point of World Communion Sunday is to recognize the many 
and various ways Christians around the globe celebrate the same ritual.  
On this Sunday (October 6th), your communion offering helps to provide 
scholarships for gifted and qualified  people in the U.S. 

racial and ethnic students and international students on both undergraduate and graduate 
levels.  Statistics show that the majority of clergy and laity is white.  As U.S. demograph-
ics continue to change, the church must prepare leaders to serve an increasingly diverse 
population.  

Fifty percent of the offering provides Crusade Scholarships for international and U.S. racial 
and ethnic graduate students.  Thirty-five percent of receipts support Ethnic Scholarships 
for undergraduates.  Fifteen percent funds Ethnic Minority In-Service Training Program 
Scholarships for racial and ethnic persons seeking second careers in church-related voca-
tions.  These scholarships are exactly what the church needs to fulfill its global mission.
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SHOEBOx FOR OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Operation Christmas Child is the program for children around the world to receive shoe-
boxes filled with small gifts and evangelist materials.  Every shoebox is an opportunity to 
share the love of Christ and the message of the gospel.  The boxes are the size of a regu-
lar shoebox.  Please NO used items, toothpaste, candy, food/snack items or liquids; NO 
violent type toys such as guns, knives, or military; NO medications, glass items, or aerosol 
cans.  

Some suggestions for what to put in the box: 
 school supplies  toiletries  small toys
 stuffed animals  dolls   finger puppets
 coloring books  crayons  stickers
 sticker books  balls   deflated soccer ball and pump
 small clothing items T-shirts   hair bands
 rubber sandals  socks   sunglasses
 hats    jewelry  tape measures
 sewing kits   fabric squares  small tools

The dedication for these boxes is October 6th which is also World Communion Sunday.  
This gives you all plenty of time to find those bargains and be done before the busy holi-
days.  A LIST OF ARTICLES AS TO WHAT TO PUT IN AND NOT PUT IN THE BOXES 
WILL BE TAPED TO THE TABLE BY THE BOXES.  THERE WILL ALSO BE A PAMPHLET 
“How to pack your shoebox” with the same information to take home.  If you want to put 
a check in your box for $9 to cover the shipping cost, that would be great.  Again the Mis-
sions Committee would like to thank the congregation for always supporting these mis-
sions.  You are faithful!

HANDS OF FRIENDSHIP LUNCHEON
September 7th at 11:30 a.m. 
at Mercer’s Restaurant
9720 W. Peoria Ave.
Hands of Friendship is a group that gets together 
for fellowship and food the first Saturday of each 
month at Mercer’s restaurant.  We order from the 
menu and pay individually.  Everyone is welcome.  
This is a great way to get acquainted.  Please call 
Phyllis Sutton (623-322-8547) so we will have a 
spot waiting for you.  Come join us! 



9849 N. 105th Ave.
Sun City, Arizona 85351

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

Youngtown, AZ
Permit No. 16

Change Service Requested

Fi
rs

t U
ni

te
d 

M
et

ho
di

st
 C

hu
rc

h
Ne

w
sl

et
te

r

Visit our website at www.fumcsuncity.com
Join us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/fumcsuncity

First United 
Methodist Church

9849 N. 105th Avenue, Sun City, AZ 85351 
623-974-3631

Website:  www.fumcsuncity.com
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/

fumcsuncity
Email: office@fumcsuncity.com

The ministers of this church are its members.  
Those who assist and support them are:

Lois Hedden Senior Pastor
Thomas Ondra Associate Pastor
Colleen Becker Lay Leader
Terry Smith Music Director
Cathy Murray Organist, Handbell Director
Sharon Weber Office Manager
Richard Vickers Audio Engineer
Lou Farrar Media Operator
Robert Schmidt Maintenance

.

TELEWORSHIP:
Teleworship allows a person to dial a phone number 
remotely and listen to the worship service as it occurs.  
Here’s how it works:
• Call 623-777-3306 during the 9:30 a.m. service
• When prompted, enter extension 930 
• Dial 536-545-940  #
• You will be connected to the worship service.

Note:  You can have a convenient wallet size card 
with the above information.  These are 

available in the church office.
You can follow the service with a copy of the Sunday 
bulletin which is located on our website:  
fumcsuncity.com.  Under the heading “WORSHIP” 
click on “SUNDAY BULLETIN.”


