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                                          ONLY DAYS AWAY!!!
                                   ALL-CHURCH FALL FESTIVAL
                                      Friday-Saturday, October 18th-19th,
                                                  7:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Please plan on being a part of this year’s All-Church event.  There will be many areas in 
which to help.  Sign-up sheets will be in the church lobby every Sunday (09/29, 10/06, 
and 10/13) for cashiers, sales assistants, greeters, bakers, and on-site lunch helpers.  Be 
thinking of areas you would like to volunteer.  Fall Festival flyers and door hangers are 
available for you to pick up each Sunday.  The flyers can be placed on golf carts 
and cars, and distributed to your favorite eating establishments or places of business.  The 
door hangers can be placed on your neighbor’s front door.

Preparations for the week of the Fall Festival are as follows:  (Note:  every day pricers, 
sorters and helpers will have lunch provided.)

• Monday, October 14th at 9:00 a.m.: We will need volunteers to set up tables in the 
Fellowship Hall and church lobby.  Donated furniture should be brought to the church. If 
you need help in getting your rummage items or furniture to the church, please contact 
Lyn Kortie (623-518-6734 / 602-781-6822) or John King (623-876-9093 / 623-695-4829) 
to make arrangements for pick-up.

• Tuesday - Wednesday, October 15th – 16th at 9:00 a.m.:  Bring all of your donated 
items to the church.  We will need volunteers to price these items and arrange them on 
tables.  There are no sign-up sheets for this, just show up, lunch will be provided.

• Thursday - October 17th at 9:00 a.m.:  We will finish pricing and arranging rummage 
items.  Bring your donated baked goods before 2:00 p.m.  

If you are unable to work but wish to participate, you may donate money to help defray 
costs for food, advertising and supplies. Make checks payable to FUMC, add “Fall Festival” 
to the memo line and on your envelope, turn into the church office or drop in the collection 
plate on Sunday.  

The Fall Festival is a wonderful outreach opportunity for our church (invite your friends and 
neighbors) and a perfect opportunity to get acquainted with your Church family.  Join us, 
won’t you?



MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBERS
OF FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH - SUN CITY

JOINED AUGUST 18, 2019
ROBYN FERRO.... is a chemist and a teacher and a world 
traveler.  She’s Norm Lotts’ daughter, which is why you see them 
sitting together on Sunday morning.  Robyn grew up in Dayton, 
OH, and followed her mom and dad out here.  She works at 
Palo Verde Power Plant (for the 2nd time) and took a 2-year 
assignment in Abu Dhabi.  Prior to that she taught chemistry at 
Phoenix College and Glendale Community College.  Hobbies 
include quilting and crocheting (she has 7 sewing machines!) 
and keeping up with a husband (Mark), 3 grown children and 1 
grandchild. 

GLORIA NIMMO.... loves the way God works in her life.  
She grew up in Fresno, CA, where her dad was a farmer, and to 
this day she loves farming.  The 2nd of 5 children, she eventually 
moved to AZ, where she regularly stays in touch with an 
extended family - a total of 32 from her days on the farm!  Gloria 
loves decorating and spent 10 years at Home Goods.  She 
has 2 adult children, 2 grandchildren and 4 great grandchildren 
(ages 3 to 7).  God led her to this church, and we’re glad of that.  
Gloria knits blankets for the Wounded Warrior Program while her 
companion (a Chihuahua named Chica) keeps watch.
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World Communion Sunday
Part of the point of World Communion Sunday is to recognize the 
many and various ways Christians around the globe celebrate the 
same ritual.  On this Sunday (October 6th), your giving helps to 
provide scholarships for gifted and qualified  people in the U.S. 

racial and ethnic students and international students on both undergraduate and 
graduate levels.  Statistics show that the majority of clergy and laity is white.  As 
U.S. demographics continue to change, the church must prepare leaders to serve 
an increasingly diverse population.  

Fifty percent of the offering provides Crusade Scholarships for international and 
U.S. racial and ethnic graduate students.  Thirty-five percent of receipts support 
Ethnic Scholarships for undergraduates.  Fifteen percent funds Ethnic Minority 
In-Service Training Program Scholarships for racial and ethnic persons seeking 
second careers in church-related vocations.  These scholarships are exactly what 
the church needs to fulfill its global mission.

 



A few weeks ago we talked about “Righteous Indignation” on Sunday morning.  For 
some reason this has stuck with my thoughts…

I had an eye exam a week ago, and the doctor explained to me that in order to do 
an accurate exam of the eyes, they have to confuse the brain.  I asked for more 
information since this was a new concept for me.  She explained that the brain wants 
to be right, so it will fill in the blanks and make believe the eyes see things they do 
not.  Once the brain is confused by “which is better 1 or 2, A or B, this or that,” they 
can get an accurate reading of what the eyes are actually seeing.  

My brain had a moment of “righteous indignation” thinking that the doctor had 
purposefully confused it!  I almost laughed at myself when I thought about that!  The 
brain was insulted that the doctor confused it!  I want to be able to see well so if that 
is what it takes for an accurate prescription, then I say – Go for it!

We all have our little moments.  That quick bit of righteousness we experience when 
someone does something differently than we would, or when we feel put-upon by 
another’s words or actions, it is a feeling we all have in common.  I believe it is when 
we harbor or hold onto those quick bits of righteousness that we get into problems.  
As we stew upon an incident, it grows out of proportion in our mind’s eye to the initial 
event.  

When I am thinking more rationally, like not in the moment, I can often come up 
with coping mechanisms that help me not to become so righteously indignant.  One 
example would be while shopping in the store…  When I stop to read a label or 
compare prices, or calculate value per volume in the store, that is justified because I 
need to do this.  I did not always have patience with other people doing this especially 
when I could not get past them to continue my own shopping.  Now, I have a new 
thought… ‘we are all shopping!’  Sometimes I stop, sometimes they stop, we all stop 
when we shop.  When the person realizes they have blocked my path and begins to 
apologize, I simply smile and say, “It is all right, we are all shopping.”  Generally, they 
are grateful and smile back.  This is much better than my righteous indignation over a 
blocked aisle.  This also comes easily to me now, but it did not at first.  I had to work 
to retrain my brain.

This makes me wonder if there are other places that we can retrain our brains…  
Could we retrain ourselves to pray more often or read our Bibles every day?  I know 
that we can, but will we?  We are all new creations in Christ; let’s be new, caring, 
grace-filled, and compassionate with each other and ourselves.  End righteous 
indignation.
       God Bless – 
        Rev. Lois
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Help for tHose in need
Struggling to make ends meet?  There is a free service from the National Council 
on Aging at  BenefitsCheckUp.org that connects folks 55 and older with pro-
grams that help pay for food, medications, utilities, and housing.  Complete an 
online questionnaire and the service will scan some 2,500 programs and identify 
ones you may qualify for.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
WITH THE DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT

Rev. Nancy Cushman invites the members and friends of First UMC 
of Sun City to a congregational meeting to be held on Wednesday, 
November 6th, at 11:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  The purpose of 
this meeting is to engage in prayerful conversation about matters 
facing our Annual Conference and the United Methodist Church.

After our meeting, we will have a Potluck and continue our conversations from our meet-
ing.  Questions for the conversation/discussion will be:
• Where do I see Jesus alive and active in our life together at First UMC?  In what ways 

do I experience God here? 
• What of the ministry of Jesus will go missing in our local community if First UMC is no 

longer here? 
• What are the two most important things you pray the people of First UMC will be 

known for in this community? 
• What needs to happen for me to remain a vital part of this living body of Christ?  What 

are my non-negotiables?  Can I say anything more about why I feel this way? 
• What 1% change in my own way of participating am I willing to make in order that we 

may flourish as a vibrant body of Christ? 

Rev. Cushman has asked that we all pray the following prayer for two weeks before 
the meeting:  “Creator of love and life, as we prepare for our Congregational Meeting 
(Church Conference) we pray to you for wisdom, for a listening heart, for the flourishing 
of Christ’s holy church in this place, for the increase in our love for others in the name 
of Christ, and for the light of Christ to shine brightly in this local community to folks who 
may never enter our doors. This I pray with a humble heart.  Amen.”

CHARGE CONFERENCE
A Charge Conference for First UMC Sun City is scheduled for 
Wednesday, November 20th, at 9:30 a.m. for the purpose of 
conducting the business of the charge as required by the 2016 
Book of Discipline.  This is a Charge Conference, which means 
only members of the Church Council may vote.  Members of the 
church are welcome to attend and speak but will not have vote.



OCTOBER
CALENDAR

Sundays
Sunday Worship 8:00 & 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship Hour 9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
CANNED Food Drive (3rd Sunday) 
Potluck (3rd Sunday)    10:30 a.m.

Mondays
Bible Study 10:00 a.m.

Tuesdays
Game Night 6:00 p.m.

Wednesdays
Handbells Rehearsal 2:30 p.m.
Choir Rehearsals 4:00 p.m.

Thursdays
Bible Study 3:00 p.m.

 Tabitha-Dorcas Circle:
 Wednesday, October 2nd at 1:00 p.m. at Barbara Leyh’s home 
 (10133 West Burns Drive)

 UMW Executive Board Meeting:
 Monday, October 7th, at 1:00 p.m. in Lillian Carver Room

 Elizabeth/Esther Circle:
 Wednesday, October 9th, at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall

 Priscilla Circle:
 Thursday, October 10th, at 9:30 a.m. at Nan Weihmuller’s home (10140 Andover Ave.)  

 UMW Unit Meeting:
 Monday, October 28th, at 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  

UPCOMING EVENTS
MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Hands of Friendship Luncheon 
11:30 a.m.  October 05

Fall Festival October 18 & 19
Food Bank Sunday October 20
Potluck 10:30 a.m.  October 20
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OCTOBER
Committee Meetings:

Trustees 9:30 a.m.  Oct. 01
Care Council 1:00 p.m.  Oct. 08
Church Growth 11:00 a.m.  Oct. 09
Worship 1:00 p.m.  Oct. 09
Social Media 11:00 a.m.  Oct. 10
Missions 1:00 p.m.  Oct. 15
Foundation 9:30 a.m.  Oct. 16 
Finance 1:30 p.m.  Oct. 17
Church Council 9:30 a.m.  Oct. 30

NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES 

IS OCTOBER 15TH 
Please submit any articles you have by 
October 15th.  This may sound early, but 
multiple people and steps are involved in 

compiling this newsletter.  Thank you.

Fellowship Hour Hosts
The group that will be hosting our 10:30 a.m. 

Fellowship Hour for the month of 
October will be:  WORSHIP COMMITTEE.

 



          UNITED METHODIST WOMEN NEWS
Dr. Seuss said “The more you 
read, the more places you’ll 
go.”  The United Methodist 
Women has many books wait-
ing to take you places.  There 
is still enough time to read 
five books to qualify for the 
Reading Program.  Plan on 
taking a trip and read a book.

                    Betty Zingre
  Secretary of Program Resources 

HANDS OF FRIENDSHIP 
LUNCHEON

October 5th at 11:30 a.m. at Mercer's 
Restaurant, 9720 W. Peoria.

Hands of Friendship is a group that gets 
together for fellowship and food the first 
Saturday of each month at Mercer’s 
restaurant.  We order from the menu and pay 
individually.

Please call Phyllis Sutton (623-322-8547) 
so we will have a spot waiting for you.  
Everyone is welcome.  Come join us! 
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BIRTHDAYS
Judy Greenan ..................................10/01
Jan Simmons ..................................10/05
Judy Bidol ........................................10/07
Renee Nash .................................... 10/11
Terry Nott ......................................... 10/11
Don Watson ..................................... 10/11
Lou Farrar .......................................10/12
Bamby Slupe ...................................10/13
Joan Lengacher ..............................10/16
Carolyn Whitenack ..........................10/16
Marian Brandt ..................................10/21
Gordon Longnecker ........................10/21
Barbara Britton-Chavez ...................10/22
Eva Henry .......................................10/23
Jill Heiertz ........................................10/28
Al Shore ..........................................10/28

ANNIVERSARIES
Terry & Nada Nott ............................10/14
John & Barbara Leyh ......................10/16
Tom & Judy Brown ..........................10/17
Bill & Judy Diethart ..........................10/28

Bible Studies...
Lectionary Study

OCTOBER
Mondays at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall

October 7th
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7     Psalm 66:1-12
2 Timothy 2:8-15      Luke 17:11-19

October 14th
Jeremiah 31:27-34     Psalm 119:97-104
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5     Luke 18:1-8

October 21st
Joel 2:23-32      Psalm 65
2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18     Luke 18:9-14

October 28th
Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4     Psalm 119:137-144
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12
Luke 19:1-10

Reading Through the Bible
We meet every Thursday afternoon 
at 3:00 p.m. in the Lillian Carver Room for 
an hour of Bible reading, discussion and 
questions.  We are in the book of Genesis.  

COME and jOIn US!



ECUMENICAL PRAYER CIRCLE 
We pray for the following congregations:

October: 
Sun City congregations

Willowbrook UMC
Lakeview UMC

Church of the Nazarene
First Presbyterian Church

United Methodist congregations in our District
Trinity UMC, Yuma

Sedona UMC
Shepherd of the Hills UMC, Sun City West
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
Tillie Brandt

Marjorie Clayton
Joyce Clingerman
Jan Constantine

Gordon Gudmundson
Libby Hearne

Pat Krider
Alice LaClair

Jeff Lay
Gordon Plancich

John B. Richardson
Mary Jean Roush

Billie Jo Scott
Helen Teichman

Bill VanMeter
Don Watson

Condolences & Christian Sympathy to.....

....family and friends of JOYCE TOXVARD who passed away 05/26/19. 

.... family and friends on the death of PHYLLIS STRINGER who moved into God’s loving 
arms 08/27/19 in her home, as she desired.  Service will be here on 10/28/19.
.... BETTY HARRIS, family and friends on the passing of her spouse, John, on 06/26/19 
while at their home in Ft. Wayne, IN.  Betty, notified us by way of e-mail.
.... BILL VAN METER, family and friends on the passing of his wife, Esta, on 09/19/19. 

Thank you for your support!!  We have 
31 households registered 

with Fry’s which generated $74.11 for June, July and August.  
Your rewards card will track your purchases at any Kroger store 
throughout the country!!  Some of the stores where your card will 
work are: Baker’s, City Market, Dillons, Food 4 Less, Foods Co, 
Fred Meyer, Gerbes, Harris Teeter, King Soopers, Jay C Food 
Store, Kroger, Owens Market, Pay-Less Super Markets, QFC, 
Ralphs, Smith’s Food and Drug.  Come by the office and we can 
help you link your card to the church.  This is an easy way to 
help our church.
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POTLUCK
Sunday, October 20th

Every third Sunday of the month we have a Potluck Sunday.  
Our fun potluck will be held on October 20th at 10:30 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall.  Remember to bring your own plate and utensils.  Please bring an 
extra dish to share so we can easily include our guests and visitors.  Everyone is welcome 
to attend. 

Wendy Johnson, Executive Director of Justa Center will be our guest for the October 20th 
Potluck.  Since its beginning in 2006, Justa Center continues to exclusively serve the 
growing population of homeless seniors age 55 and older in the metro Phoenix region.  
Justa Center is a safe haven, advocate, trusted partner and resource for seniors who 
are homeless and desire to return to housing.  Plan on coming to meet Wendy, their new 
executive director, and to hear what has been happening with this wonderful ministry of 
ours.

 VALLEY VIEW COMMUNITY FOOD BANK
TOUCAN = Two Cans

Tilly 2Can is the mascot for Valley View Community Food Bank.  Her message 
— every time you shop for your family’s groceries, grab an extra TWO CANS 
for Valley View.  Thank you in advance for all you do for the community.

Our food bank donation Sunday is October 20th.  If you forget your food, cash or a check 
will suffice.

SHOEBOX FOR OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Remember, the dedication for these boxes is October 6th which is also World 
Communion Sunday.  This gives you all plenty of time to find those bargains 
and be done before the busy holidays.  The Missions Committee would like to 
thank the congregation for always supporting these missions.  You are faithful!

ATTENTION LADIES OF THE CHURCH
Monday, October 28, 2019, at 11:30 a.m., the United Methodist Women will 
be presenting a special program at our Unit Meeting in Fellowship Hall.  We 
will have a free salad luncheon and our speaker will be Shirley Madkins, 
owner of Son Glow Boutique, in Surprise.  She will tell us why she decided 
to open this boutique and about the missionaries that receive the benefits 
of the profits.  All are invited to attend and a sign-up sheet will be in the 
Narthex two weeks before the meeting.  We want to make sure we have 
enough salad to serve everyone and table settings.

      Colleen Becker, President
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REMEMBERING THE PAST AND LOOKING FORWARD
The Marian Thompson Fund was established in 2008 when Marian bequested 
$25,000 to First United Methodist Church’s operating budget.  At that time, our church 
was struggling to pay operating expenses and, in particular, its apportionment.  We 
could have quickly used up all of that money as soon as we received it, but what 
about next year and years to follow?

Looking back, I must say that the financial leadership of our church, led by the late 
Frank Zingre, made the right decision to think about the future and establish a fund to 
help finance our church going forward.

Other generous bequests to the fund have been made over the years.  We have had 
continuous, faithful support from our own church members that has given us steady 
growth of the fund.

As we move forward, we encourage anyone interested in making donations to the 
fund to please check out the flyers placed on the back of each pew.  These flyers give 
suggestions on different ways to support the fund.
The current balance of the fund is $342,032 which, in about ten years of existence, is 
a very good start to reach our goal of one million dollars ($1,000,000).  Already, the 
interest money from the fund pays part of the compensation of our visitation pastor, 
Rev. Thomas Ondra.

Our continued support of this fund is critical to the life and future of First United Meth-
odist Church of Sun City.

      Walt Weihmuller, Foundation President



9849 N. 105th Ave.
Sun City, Arizona 85351

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

Youngtown, AZ
Permit No. 16

Change Service Requested

Fi
rs

t U
ni

te
d 

M
et

ho
di

st
 C

hu
rc

h
Ne

w
sl

et
te

r

Visit our website at www.fumcsuncity.com
Join us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/fumcsuncity

First United 
Methodist Church

9849 N. 105th Avenue, Sun City, AZ 85351 
623-974-3631

Website:  www.fumcsuncity.com
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/

fumcsuncity
Email: office@fumcsuncity.com

The ministers of this church are its members.  
Those who assist and support them are:

Lois Hedden Senior Pastor
Thomas Ondra Associate Pastor
Colleen Becker Lay Leader
Terry Smith Music Director
Cathy Murray Organist, Handbell Director
Sharon Weber Office Manager
Gail Rankin Bookkeeper
Richard Vickers Audio Engineer
Lou Farrar Media Operator
Robert Schmidt Maintenance

.

TELEWORSHIP:
Teleworship allows a person to dial a phone number 
remotely and listen to the worship service as it occurs.  
Here’s how it works:
• Call 623-777-3306 during the 9:30 a.m. service
• When prompted, enter extension 930 
• Dial 536-545-940  #
• You will be connected to the worship service.

Note:  You can have a convenient wallet size card 
with the above information.  These are 

available in the church office.
You can follow the service with a copy of the Sunday 
bulletin which is located on our website:  
fumcsuncity.com.  Under the heading “WORSHIP” 
click on “SUNDAY BULLETIN.”


