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THE LOVE FEAST
World Communion Sunday, October 4th

We will participate in another Love Feast on World Communion Sunday.

Love Feasts are about the sharing of food.  It is customary not  to use communion bread, or 
grape juice because to do so would confuse it with the Lord’s Supper.  You can use ordinary 
bread, crackers, rolls or most anything else you want.  Water, fruit juice (other than grape) 
lemonade, tea, coffee or most any type of liquid may be used. 

Prayer, scripture and thanksgiving are vital to a love feast.  I encourage you to join us for our 
second Love Feast on Sunday, October 4th towards the end of our online worship service.

Blessings on you and all those you love,
Pastor Tom

                                         NEW CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
                                                   
                                         Monday through Thursday
                                         9:00 am to 2:00 pm
Bishop Hoshibata has announced that our churches may now begin to open the church offices.  
Beginning Thursday, October 1st, our church office will be open from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
Monday through Thursday.  The front door will be unlocked and you will be able to stop in to 
drop off your offering, come meet Pastor Tom or just stop in to say hello after us being apart for 
so long.  We just ask that everyone please continue to wear your face mask if you come in.  All 
committees are now able to start having meetings at the church.  We are still required to wear 
face masks and social distance around the tables.  Currently we are still required to keep all 
gatherings to no more than 10 people at a time.

During this phase of opening, we will continue to live stream our services on Sunday mornings.



The Light in our Lives
By Charly Butcher

Well, it is almost October and when I look back on the year all I see, feel, remember is being 
shut in.  The Coronavirus has certainly changed our lives.  It has left us all in a sort of isolation.  
So, you might agree with me or you could be the one person who has been able to push through 
and is doing alright.  Knowing that I could not be mentally healthy with this way of living, being 
alone most of the time, I turned to my favorite bible verse from Psalm 27:12-

“The Lord is my light and salvation; whom shall I fear?  The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
of whom shall I be afraid? 

It’s such a great verse that lets me know that I don’t have to face each day alone.  The Lord IS 
my light, my salvation.  His love shines on me every day and I know how truly blessed I am.  
Because of this verse I, realized it did me no good to complain about all the things I could not 
do and begin to see the possibilities of positive things I could do.  

The first thing I did was to add a daily prayer for all the people in our world who are sick and 
for the wonderful nurses, doctors, family members and friends who are caring for them.  For 
my inspiration, I recall a story I saw on the news at the height of the pandemic in New York 
City.  Patients were extremely ill and were alone in the hospital without family or friends.  The 
environment was stark, and the staff were wearing helmets and other safety equipment that 
made them look like spacemen or creatures from another planet.  One doctor realized how 
this type of isolation the patients were experiencing was so difficult for them.  The human 
connection was missing for his patients.  So, his solution was to copy a picture of his face and 
tape it to his protective gown.  How comforting that must have been for his patients; to be able 
to put a human face with his healing touch. Other doctors, nurses, and staff soon followed his 
lead and added their pictures to their gowns too.   God surely had a hand in this act of love.  
And, this small gesture, I hear, has spread from hospital to hospital. 

Another way I fight the solitude, that both Tom and I have enjoyed while we are apart, is making 
video calls to each other.   These new ways of making phone calls help us connect with loved 
ones, our friends, and neighbors.  I know for certain that I feel less lonely when I can see the 
person I am talking to.  This led to us holding Zoom meetings with you, our church family.  We 
hope to see you all in person one day soon, but in that stead, Zoom, Messenger, FaceTime 
calls, and Skype are a good substitute and they could be for you too.  In fact, I may never go 
back to the old way of making a phone call.  

Other small things I have done, and that you could do too, to keep from feeling confined is to 
read, write a letter to a friend or shut in, research a subject of interest on the Internet, or learn 
something new from YouTube. (If you need help with the technology, you can give me a call 
and I’ll try to help.)   And, I have started quilting again.  Since May I have completed 3 quilts.   

Yes, I believe it’s true, God’s bright “light” shines in our loneliness and shows us so many 
possibilities even in these times—we just need to have faith and trust.

God bless,
Charly



ZOOM MEET AND GREET WITH PASTOR TOM AND CHARLY
TuESDAY, OCTOBER 6TH, 11:00 AM

Pastor Tom and Charly have had a few Zoom meet and greets to allow them to meet the 
church family and for you to get to know them.  The next Zoom meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, October 6th, at 11:00 am.  If you have not had an opportunity to join one of the 
meetings yet, please either call the church office or send an email to office@fumcsuncity.
com and we will forward you the link to join us.

                                             ANNuAL CHuRCH CONFERENCE
                                             SATuRDAY, OCTOBER 17TH
                                             10:00 TO 11:00 AM

Our annual Church Conference this year will be via a Zoom meeting and everyone in the 
church is invited to attend.  You will be able to join via Zoom from your home computer/tablet.  
A link to the meeting will be sent to your email approximately one week before the meeting.

For those of you on the SPRC, you will be sent a separate link for a meeting from 9:00 to 10:00 
prior to the Church Conference.

CHuRCH YARD SALE
SATuRDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH

Because we were not able to have our Fall Festival this year, we’ve decided to have an outdoor 
yard sale in the church parking lot to sell the items that we’ve collected this past year.  We would 
encourage everyone in the church to bring and donate any items that you do not need.  Please 
do not bring your items to the church before Wednesday, November 4th, as we do not 
have room to store them.  The items will be placed in the Lillian Carver room that week.  Then 
on Saturday, November 7th, we need volunteers to come to the church around 6:00 am to help 
move everything to the parking lot and set up for the sale.  It would help if you could price your 
donations before you bring them to the church to save time that morning.  The sale would then 
start at 8:00 am for the public.  We will need all hands on deck that day to help make this a 
success.

If you have any questoins call the church office or email office@fumcsuncity.com



Have you signed up yet for the Fry’s Community Rewards Program?  It works in any Kroger 
family store across the country.  Swipe and help your church.  If you have not signed up yet, 
below are the instructions.  It is so easy to sign up.  Visit www.frysfood.com.  Once logged 
into your Fry’s account, choose Community Rewards from the list on the left, then you can 
search for First United Methodist Church of Sun City either by name or YK230 and then click 
Enroll.  New users will need to create an account which requires some basic information, an 
email address and a rewards card.  We currently have only 28 families registered and for last 
quarter (June, July, August) we received $52.50 in donations.

If you do not have an email address, you can contact their parent company, Kroger, at
1-800-576-4377, option 3.  Just let them know you do not have access to a computer but 
would still like to sign up.  If you need help, you can always come to the office and we will be 
glad to assist you.

REMEMBER, purchases will not count for our church until after you register your rewards 
card.  You must swipe your registered Fry’s rewards card or use the phone number that is 
related to your registered Fry’s rewards card when shopping for each purchase to count.

                                                                          

October is Pastor Appreciation Month.  Since Pastor Tom came to the church during an unusual 
situation with the COVID, most of us have not had a chance to meet him in person yet.  Since 
we cannot meet together as a group at this time to celebrate Pastor Tom, we are going to do a 
CARD SHOWER. We are asking everyone to either mail a card to the church office or stop in 
during our new office hours and introduce yourself to Pastor Tom and drop your card off. 

Thank you!

SPRC Chairman
Donald Pleinis



OCTOBER
Lectionary Study

READ AT HOME uNTIL WE RESuME

               OCTOBER 4                                                          OCTOBER 18
                Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20                                          Exodus 33:12-23
                Psalm 80:7-15                                                            Psalm 96:1-13
                Philippians 3:4b-14                                                     I Thessalonians 1:1-10
                Matthew 21:33-46                                                       Matthew 22:15-22

              OCTOBER 11                                                         OCTOBER 25
                   Exodus 32:1-14                                                          Deuteronomy 34:1-12
                   Psalm 23                                                                    Psalm 1

                Philippians 4:1-9                                                         I Thessalonians 2:1-8
                Matthew 22:1-14                                                         Matthew 22:34-46

      

  
    7  Judy Bidol                                                          4  Bob and Mary Jo Meyer
  11  Terry Nott                                                         14  Terry and Nada Nott
  11  Renee Nash                                                    16  John and Barbara Leyh 
  12  Lou Farrar                                                       17  Tom and Judy Brown
  13  Bamby Slupe                                                   28  Bill and Judy Diethart
  16  Joan Lengacher
  21  Marian Brandt
  21  Gordon Longnecker
  21  Bob Meyer
  22  Barbara Britton
  23  Eva Henry
  28  Jill Heiertz

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES



                                           How do you make donations when you don’t 
gather for worship?

                                                      -  You may mail your regular tithes, gifts and offerings to the 
                                                          church
                                                      -  Use bill-pay with your bank
                                                      -  Use our on-line giving through the church website
                                                      -  Drop your check in the new secure white mailbox outside 
                                                         of the church office main entrance or stop in the church 
                                                         office during office hours.             

 

 
MERCER’S CERTIFICATES

The United Methodist Women currently have  Mercer’s certificates available.  
You can purchase these by stopping by the church office during our new office 
hours.  Contact the church office if you have any questions.  

              CONDOLENCES & CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY......

               ....to Gail Rankin and to the family and friends of Norma Frederick who 
                   passed away on September 14, 2020

                        Our thoughts and prayers are with this family

 

The church office will be closed 
on Monday, October 12th, in 
observance of Columbus Day.



OuR CHuRCH 
Tillie Brandt

Alicia Cambridge
Marjorie Clayton
Jan Constantine

Gordon Gudmundson
Libby Hearne
Mabel Heeter

Pat Krider
Jeff Lay

Jean MacLeod
Jack Minton

Gordon Plancich
John B. Richardson
Mary Jean Roush

Billie Jo Scott
Helen Teichman

Bill VanMeter

ECuMENICAL 
We pray for the following congregations:

OCTOBER
Sun City Congregations

American Lutheran Church
Fountain of Life Lutheran Church

Our Savior Lutheran Church
First United Methodist Church

united Methodist Congregations in our District

Trinity UMC, Yuma
Sedona UMC

Shepherd of the Hills UMC, Sun City West

HOW TO CONTACT PASTOR TOM
If you are ever in need of contacting Pastor Tom directly, you can 
email him at txbutcher2@gmail.com or you can call his cell phone 
at 602-446-1297

                                                      OCTOBER SERMON SCHEDuLE
                      4th      “Keep on Asking, Searching and Knocking”         Luke 11:5-13

                               11th    “Measuring One’s Life”                                         Luke 12:13-21

                               18th    “Blessed Are the Abnormal”                                 James 2:1-5

                               25th    “Christians and Grits”                                           Acts 4:32-35


