
First United Methodist Church Sun City 

 First Word            December 2022  

WORSHIP THIS DECEMBER 
 

    

“The Real/Reel  
  Christmas Story” 

Advent/Christmas 2022 sermon series 
How do classic Christmas movies point to the 

truth of the real Christmas story? 
 

December 4  “PEACE:  How Christmas Changed the Grinch”   
  ADVENT 2   Ephesians 4:26-27, 29-32 and Luke 1:78-79 
                    Sacrament of Holy Communion   

 
December 11  “JOY: It’s a Wonderful Life”    
  ADVENT 3   Galatians 6:2  and Hebrews 13:1-3 
                    Pink Sunday! ~ You’re invited to wear pink to  
                           Worship this Sunday 
 

December 18 “LOVE:  Elf More, Grinch Less”   
  ADVENT 4   Galatians 5:22-23 and Luke 18:15-17 

 
December 21  Longest Night Service Wednesday at 5 pm 
    Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 and John 1:1-5, 9-14       

 
December 24   Christmas Eve Service Saturday at 4 pm 
    Carols and Candlelight 

  
December 25  Christmas Day! Celebrating the Birth of Jesus! 
   “A Christmas Carol”   Luke 2:1-7; 8-14, 15-20          

                 Christmas Carol Sing  
Christmas Sweater Sunday! Wear a Christmas sweater                               

(ugly, beautiful, or other) to Worship this Sunday. 

January 8 ~ Epiphany Sunday 

“Category 5” 

Psalm 29 and Luke 2:1-12 

January 1 ~ New Year’s Day! 
WELCOME 2023 

“Christmas Vacation: A Collection 
of Unraveled Plans” 

Luke 2:22-40 and                                      
Romans 8:26-28, 38-39 

 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 



One of my Christmas traditions is spending some time during December 
watching the wonderful Christmas movies.  And we will explore some of the 
classic Christmas films in Worship this month. My personal favorite Christmas 
story (besides the biblical one!) is “A Christmas Carol” – but for this column,  
I am thinking more of “It’s A Wonderful Life.”  Many of us know the story of 
George Bailey and his despair when his life comes to a crisis.  He is given  
the chance to discover what life would have been like if he had never been  
in Bedford Falls.  It is an amazing story of the difference one life can make  
to so many people.  And it makes me think –  

“What would this world be like if Jesus had never been born?”  

Yale historian Jeroslav Pelikan wrote, "Regardless of what anyone may personally think or believe about 
him, Jesus of Nazareth has been the dominant figure in the history of Western Culture for almost 20 
centuries. If it were possible, with some sort of super magnet, to pull up out of history every scrap of 
metal bearing at least a trace of his name, how much would be left?"  It turns out that the life of Jesus is 
a comet with an exceedingly long tale.  Here are some ways Jesus had an impact on our world — 
 

Children -- In the ancient world children were routinely left to die of exposure -- particularly if they were the 
wrong gender. (Guess which was the wrong one?)  Children were often sold into slavery. Jesus' treatment of 
and teachings about children led to the forbidding of such practices, as well as orphanages and godparents.   
A Norwegian scholar named Bakke wrote a study of this impact, simply titled: When Children Became  
People: the Birth of Childhood in Early Christianity. 
 

Education -- Love of learning led to monasteries, which became the cradle of academic guilds. Universities 
such as Cambridge, Oxford, and Harvard all began as Jesus-inspired efforts to love God with all ones' mind.  
The first legislation to publicly fund education in the colonies was called The Old Deluder Satan Act, under the 
notion that God does not want any child ignorant. The ancient world loved education but tended to reserve it 
for the elite; the notion that every child bore God's image helped fuel the move for universal literacy. 
 
Compassion – Jesus’ universal concern for those who suffered transcended the rules of the ancient world.  
His compassion for the poor and the sick led to institutions for lepers, the beginning of modern-day hospitals. 
The Council of Nyssa decreed that wherever a cathedral existed, there must be a hospice, a place of caring 
for the sick and poor. That's why even today, hospitals have names like "Good Samaritan" & "Good         
Shepherd."  They were the world's first voluntary, charitable institutions. 
 

Forgiveness -- In the ancient world, virtue meant rewarding your friends and punishing your enemies.  
Conan the Barbarian was actually paraphrasing Ghengis Khan in his famous answer to the question "what is 
best in life?" --  “To crush your enemies, see them driven before you, and hear the lamentations of their  
women.”  An alternative idea came from Galilee: what is best in life is to love your enemies, and see them 
reconciled to you. Hannah Arendt, professor at Princeton, claimed, "the discoverer of the role of forgiveness 
in the realm of human affairs was Jesus of Nazareth."  
 

Humanitarian Reform -- Jesus had a way of championing the excluded that was often downright irritating to 
those in power. His inclusion of women led to a community to which women flocked in disproportionate  
numbers.  Slaves -- up to a third of ancient populations -- might enter a church fellowship and have a  
slave-owner wash their feet rather than beat them. One ancient text instructed bishops to not interrupt  
worship to greet a wealthy attender, but to sit on the floor to welcome the poor. The apostle Paul said:  
"Now there is neither Jew nor Gentile, slave or free, male and female, but all are one in Christ Jesus."  
Thomas Cahill wrote that this was the first statement of egalitarianism in human literature.  
 

The unpredictable and amazing and world-changing influence of Jesus Christ — continues to endure and 
spread across the world.  These are some examples of how Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection changed 
the world – how has Jesus changed your life?  Would love to hear your responses.   
 

Joy to the World – the Lord has come!  May all the blessings of Christmas be yours!  

Pastor Kathleen’s Corner 



Save these Dates! 
Barbershop Concert at FUMC Sanctuary, 4:00 pm Saturday 12-10-22                          
 Christmas refreshments to follow concert in Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, December 13 at 4 pm       Caroling ~ meet at FUMC 

Wednesday, December 21 at 5 pm    Longest Night Service in Sanctuary 

Saturday, December 24 at 4 pm       Christmas Eve Service in Sanctuary 

Sunday, December 25 at 9:30 am       Christmas Day Worship in Sanctuary 

 

Christmas Cards for those Homebound 

Add your Christmas wishes to the Christmas cards in the Narthex! 

On Sundays, December 4 and 11, cards will be available to sign on the tables. 

Then they will be mailed out to the homebound in our church family. 

Longest Night 

Service

On this longest night of the year, you are invited to a 

simple time of Worship. Whether we are grieving the loss 

of a loved one, struggling economically, overwhelmed with 

personal & family situations, let us recall how the first 

Christmas was difficult too.  Even in darkness, the light 

of Christ shines!  Invite someone to go with you to the 

Longest Night Service. 

Longest Night Service 

Wednesday, 12-21-22 

at 5 pm in  

the Sanctuary 

Longest Night Service needs: 

New Stuffed Animals Needed 

Those attending the service will be invited to take a  
stuffed animal home with them.  

Bring to Sunday Worship  
or to the Church Office by December 18. 



 
CONDOLENCES & CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY 

 
To the family and friends of John Richardson who 
passed away on November 21, 2022. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with them. 

The December 
Communion 

Offering goes to 
support:   

Justa Center 

ECUMENICAL 
We pray for the following congregations: 

December 
Sun City Congregations 

Our Savior Lutheran Church 

First United Methodist Church 

Willowbrook United Methodist Church 

Lakeview United Methodist Church 

United Methodist Congregations 

in our District 

Mingus Mountain Camp 

Justa Center, Phoenix 

Wesley Community & Health Centers 

If you would like to be placed on the church 

Prayer List to receive an email when       

someone requests prayer, contact the church 

office with your name and email address and 

we will add you to the list. 



Read through the Bible in a year 



Upcoming  and Ongoing . . . . 

Sign-up to RING A BELL for Salvation Army - Table in Narthex 

Communion Sunday:  12-4-22 - Offering goes to Justa Center 

Barbershop Concert: 12-10-22 at 4 pm, Sanctuary. Refreshments after 

Leadership Team Meeting:  12-13-22, 9:00 am in Lillian Carver Room 

Caroling: 4:00 pm at FUMC. Refreshments at Mead’s home after 

Tumbleweed Tolers Christmas Party:  12-15-22  (must have RSVP’d) 

Poinsettia order deadline:  12-15-22 

Longest Night Service:   12-21-22 at 5:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Service:   12-24-22 at 4:00 pm 

Christmas Day Sunday Service: 12-25-22 at 9:30 am 

Church office closed: 12-26-22 

New Year’s Day Service:  1-1-23 at 9:30 am 

Church office closed:  1-2-23 

 

 

 

    Ring a Bell for Salvation Army! 

Sign up in the Narthex for a time slot to RING A BELL                 

Wednesdays: December 7th and/or                                

December 14th, at Walgreens                                             

(99th Avenue and Greenway) 



Advent Bible Study — “The Songs of Advent” 

What’s your favorite Christmas carol?  This Advent, we’ll revisit the beautiful 
songs of the season and songs from the Scripture story. As familiar as we are 

with the songs of Christmas, there are four songs recorded in the Bible  
to celebrate the birth of Jesus that most of us aren’t as familiar with. 

The angels sang a song to the shepherds. Mary sang a song to God after  
she had time to get over the shocking news that she was going to be the mother 

of the Savior. Simeon sang a song of hope for all people, and  
Zechariah sang a song of faith.  

 
Join us for this four-week study, on Tuesdays in December! 

We meet from 10:30 am to 12 noon in Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome! 
 

Tuesday, 12-13-22                            

Meet at 4pm at FUMC.   Refreshments 

at the Mead’s home after caroling!   

Contact Ruthie Prior for info!   

ALL are Welcome! 

Christmas Barbershop Concert 

Saturday, December 10th at 4:00 pm 

    FUMC Sanctuary 

Come ring in the Holiday Season with A Cappella          
Syndicate, a mob of talented men whose voices have 

brought fans to their feet across Arizona and beyond. We 
invite you to our holiday party of sorts - a festive, musical 
celebration of the Season.  The Syndicate will be dishing 
out heaping holiday helpings of great a cappella music.  
Make a holiday connection to this family, and get-in on 

the fun. Capeesh? 

Following the concert, please join us in the Fellowship Hall for 
Christmas Cookies and Beverages. 

 
 ~ A Free Will Offering will be collected for this concert ~ 



  

 

Poinsettia Order Form - Please write legibly 

 

NAME:__________________________________________ 

 

Phone number:___________________________________ 

Number of Poinsettia(s):_______________ ($12.00 each) 

Cost:_____________  Cash:_______   Check:_______ 

In Honor of:______________________________________ 

In Memory of:____________________________________ 

Please deliver to a shut-in:_____________                                  

Please take your plant home after the Service on Christmas Day 

Orders are due by:          

December 15th 



     News from United Methodist Women 

     

 

 

WATER BOTTLE / CAN RECYCLING 

Bring your water bottles and aluminum cans to the church to help our recycle project. 

PLEASE remember the only plastic we can recycle is water bottles.  Just leave your recycle 

over by the kitchen door. 

DECEMBER weekly events 

Sundays 
Sunday Worship     9:30 am 
Fellowship with Cookies & Coffee following Service 

Tuesdays 
Bible Study        10:30 am Fellowship Hall 
Game Night       6:00 pm          Lillian Carver Room 

Wednesdays 
Handbell Choir Practice     2:00 pm     Music Room 
Choir Practice          3:00 pm Music Room  

Metho Travelers Presents: 
 Barleens ~ 12-10-22 
 Christmas in Prescott ~                      

Monday,12/19 - Tuesday,12/20/22 
 15 Day Hawaiian Islands Cruise ~    

Monday,1-16-23 - Tuesday,1-31-2023 
For full details and to sign up, please visit the 
Metho Travelers Table in the Fellowship Hall 

Church office  
will be closed    
12-26-22 for 

Christmas, and 
closed 1-2-23 for 

New Year’s 
Day 

The week between Christmas Day and 

New Year’s Day, the church office will 

be open from 9 am—12 noon. 

(December 27, 28, and 29) Please note! 



   

  

 

Justa Center is in great need of food donations at this time.   Because of the sky-

rocketing prices of rents, each week they receive requests for  assistance from more 

seniors who are becoming homeless. Just a few cans of food donated would make a 

difference, enabling Justa Center to help more seniors. The items can be placed on 

the table in the Narthex and will be delivered every other week. They especially 

need cans of vegetables, fruit, protein (such as tuna, chicken, beef), and cereal. 

They also need canes. Unfortunately, homeless persons may have their cane stolen 

while asleep or distracted. There is a complete list of needed items on the Justa 

Center table. 

 

First UMC of Sun City 623 Prayer 

Commit to praying  
this prayer  

for our church  

at 6:23 am or 
pm  

(or both!) daily. 

Gracious God, thank you for the  
First United Methodist Church of Sun City. 

Our future is in your hands.   
We pray for your Spirit to break through.   

Break through our fears.   
Break through the obstacles.   

Break through those things that keep us from 
being the church that you intend us to be. 
May we step forward in faith and in hope,  

to be a beacon of light and life in our 
community.  In Jesus’ name. Amen.   

Thanks for Giving! 
Thank you for your generosity and caring in November!  

We collected 30 plus Shoeboxes for Shoebox ministry! 
Thanks to Sally and Harlan Kloostra and the Shoebox team. 

In our Harvest of Hope Food Collection, we had a mountain 
of Thanksgiving foods, canned goods and box food items! 

We filled up both rolling bins — and overflowed! 
 

Thanks also to Kelli for all her work on Church Conference, 

especially the booklet; to Lyn & Barry for all the tasks they 

take care of around our church facility; to Pastor Kathleen 

and Amy and Jared Tarleton for the Thanksgiving altar 

(pictured) and to Barb Jensen for helping with clean up. 



December Birthdays 

12/7      Lucille Hathcock 
12/12    Shirley Wolfe   
12/15    Norma Gaddy 
12/15    Barb Jensen 
12/16    Dorothy Murray 
12/17    Arne Kesler 
12/19    Barry Catto 
12/22    Jean Coulter 
12/24    Dick Budke 
12/27    Dan Martin 
12/29    Pat Trevino 
12/29    Tom Hill 
12/31    Marilyn Owen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

December Anniversaries 
 None this month 

First United Methodist Church 

9849 N. 105th Avenue, Sun City, AZ  85351 

623-974-3631 

Email:  office@fumcsuncity.com 

Website:  www.fumcsuncity.com 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/fumcsuncity 

YouTube:  www.youtube.com 

The ministers of this church are its members. 

Those who assist and support them are: 

Pastor Kathleen Puntar  Pastor 

Gerrie Wall Lay Leader 

Matthew Marino Music Director 

Cathy Murray Organist, Handbell Director 

Kelli New Office Manager 

Arne Kesler Bookkeeper 

Mark Cwik Audio/Video Technician 

Pastor Kathleen’s Cell #: 714-420-6094 
pastork@fumcsuncity.com 

TELEWORSHIP 

Teleworship allows a person to dial a phone 

number remotely and listen to the worship service 

as it occurs. 

Here’s how it works: 

• Call 623-777-3306 during the 9:30 am service. 

• When prompted, enter extension 930 and wait 

for the prompt. 

• Dial 536-545-940# 

December 15 is the deadline to       
submit articles/events/news for 

the January Newsletter.  

Thank you! 



Monthly Potlucks on      
Sundays following Worship. 

The first one will be on 
Sunday, January 29th 

Re-instating Committees: Missions, 
Worship, and Care 

2023 Important Dates: 

February 22  Ash Wednesday 
April 2   Palm Sunday 
April 6   Maundy Thursday 
April 7   Good Friday 
April 9   Easter Sunday 
 

And much more!!! 


